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Albert  Allen  Wright,  1846-1905 

Albert  Wright  was  pre-eminently  an  Oberlin  man.  He  was  the 
only  member  of  the  Faculty  Oberlin  has  ever  had  who  was  born  in 
the  village.  His  father  and  mother  were  both  Oberlin  graduates ; 
and  the  father,  like  the  son,  graduated  from  the  Seminary,  as  well 
as  the  College. 

Fifty-one  out  of  the  fifty-nine  years  of  Professor  Wright’s  life 
have  been  spent  in  this  community.  His  uncle,  Professor  G.  N. 
Allen,  was  Oberlin’s  first  zoologist  and  first  musician ; and  from 
him,  doubtless,  Albert  Wright  from  early  childhood  drank  in  the 
two  great  passions  of  his  life, — a passion  for  biological  science  and 
for  music. 

During  most  of  the  period  when  the  Second  Church  worshipped 
in  the  old  College  Chapel,  Albert  Wright  was  the  organist  of  its 
little  organ.  When  a string  orchestra  was  organized  in  the  Conser- 
vatory, Albert  Wright  played  the  violoncello  and  took  part  in  many 
concerts  given  by  the  orchestra,  alone  or  with  the  Musical  Union. 
Though  not  the  possessor  of  a strong  voice,  for  many  years  he 
was  a faithful  and  helpful  chorus  singer  in  the  Second  Church 
choir  and  the  Musical  Union.  In  the  later  development  of  the 
Conservatory,  its  numerous  choice  musical  entertainments  have  had 
no  more  critical  and  enthusiastic  auditor  than  Professor  Wright. 
In  18  ■ 4 he  was  appointed  to  the  chair  of  Geology  and  Natural  Sci- 
ence in  Oberlin.  He  was  then  twenty-eight  years  old ; had  served 
in  the  army  one  hundred  days  as  a boy  of  eighteen ; the  next  year 
hah  graduated  from  college ; had  taught  two  years  in  a private 
school  in  Cleveland ; had  studied  Theology  two  years  in  Union 
Theological  Seminary,  and  graduated  after  a third  year  at  Oberlin ; 
had  taught  two  years  as  Professor  of  Science  in  Berea  College, 
Ky.;  and  had  received  the  degree  of  Ph.B.,  after  two  years  of 
study,  from  the  Columbia  School  of  Mines,  New  York  City.  Dar- 
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winism  and  Evolution,  at  least  in  their  varied  applications  to  human 
thought  and  faith,  were  then  unsettled  questions  in  Oberlin;  and 
Professor  Wright,  in  his  early  years,  as  a teacher  of  science,  was 
often  called  upon  by  ministerial  associations  to  address  them  upon 
the  scientific  evidences  of  Evolution  and  the  bearing  of  its  con- 
clusions upon  Biblical  interpretation  and  Christian  faith.  Very 
few  students  of  science  at  that  day  had  any  adequate  knowledge  of 
theological  training;  as  very  few  theologians  had  any  adequate 
acquaintance  with  scientific  methods  and  the  scientific  spirit.  Pro- 
fessor Wright  combined  the  training  and  the  sympathetic  interpre- 
tation of  both  schools  of  thought ; and  in  this  way,  in  co-operation 
with  the  caution  and  broad  tolerance  and  hopeful  optimism  of  Pres- 
ident Fairchild,  he  contributed  much  to  keep  Oberlin  from  the 
blunders  and  crudities  from  which  several  Christian  institutions 
suffered  in  their  debates  upon  this  subject.  Professor  Wright,  with 
the  possible  exception  of  President  King,  has  been  the  best  com- 
mitteeman that  the  Oberlin  Faculty  has  seen  for  twenty-five  years. 
The  most  thorough  investigations  and  the  most  illuminating  re- 
ports that  have  been  made  to  that  body  within  that  period  came 
from  his  pen.  During  the  same  period  there  can  be  no  reasonable 
doubt  that  he  has  been  Oberlin’s  most  useful  citizen.  His  wide 
scientific  knowledge,  his  power  of  exhaustive  investigation,  his 
cautious  and  almost  unfailing  judgment,  and  his  patient  attention 
to  every  detail  of  any  enterprise  committed  to  his  care,  have  given 
to  us  perhaps  the  best  and  cheapest  water  and  sewer  system  in 
Ohio.  The  same  good  judgment  and  taste,  joined  with  the  same 
painstaking  thought  and  care,  have  secured  for  us  a multitude  of 
lesser  conveniences  and  adornments  that  probably  no  one  thinks  of 
crediting  to  him. 

But  his  best  work  was  done  in  his  class-room.  Though  his  training 
had  been  so  largely  gained  in  Oberlin,  with  its  very  limited  equip- 
ment and  its  lack  of  interest  in  scientific  attainments,  as  he  found 
the  situation  in  his  youth,  his  zeal  in  scientific  investigaton,  his 
power  of  intense  application  and  his  broad  intelligence  had  made 
him  at  twenty-eight  a master  of  science  and  the  possessor  of  a sci- 
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entific  temper  and  spirit  beyond  anything  that  Oberlin  had  seen  be- 
fore or  dreamed  of.  He  gave  himself  to  the  work  of  his  depart- 
ment with  a devotion  that  counted  not  the  cost  in  labor  and  ex- 
haustion of  vitality.  The  Museum,  with  very  meager  assistance 
from  College  funds,  he  has  built  up,  by  personal  toils  and  corres- 
pondence outside  of  ordinary  hours  of  the  teacher’s  work, — though 
it  has  been  stored  in  sadly  cramped  quarters  through  most  of  his 
life, — till  it  has  become  a pride  to  us  all.  Since  the  Spear  Library 
has  been  occupied,  many  a late  passer  through  the  Campus,  as  in 
earlier  years  many  who  passed  “ Cabinet  Hall,”  has  noted  the 
lamp  burning  in  Professor  Wright's  study,  where  this  man  of  tire- 
less industry  was  yet  laboring  at  his  tasks.  Quiet  and  unassuming 
as  he  was,  he  was  nevertheless  doggedly  persistent  when  he  had 
made  up  his  mind  to  carry  through  a measure.  To  this  quality,  to 
quote  one  among  a multitude  of  instances,  the  state  of  Ohio  owes 
its  topographical  survey,  which  was  originated  by  Professor  Wright, 
at  first  almost  without  assistance  from  others.  For  some  years 
after  his  appointment  to  the  Faculty  Professor  Wright  was  its 
clerk.  At  that  time  the  clerk  was  also  the  Registrar;  and,  when 
Professor  Wright  laid  aside  his  duties  as  clerk,  he  continued  for 
many  years  longer  the  laborious  duties  of  Registrar.  During  a 
long  vacancy  in  the  Presidency,  Professor  Wright  was  Chairman 
of  the  Faculty  and  the  acting  executive  head  of  the  College.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  the  responsibilities  of  this  difficult  position, 
acting  upon  a singularly  modest  and  conscientious  nature,  shat- 
tered Professor  Wright’s  constitution  and  caused  his  premature 
death. 

Such  a life  record  reveals  many  sterling  and  rare  qualities.  As 
has  just  been  remarked,  Professor  Wright  was  a very  modest  man. 
Outside  of  Oberlin  he  might  have  made  a much  greater  reputation 
as  an  earnest  investigator  and  sound  reasoner  upon  scientific  topics 
and  as  the  master  of  an  unusually  clear  and  chaste  literary  style 
as  a writer,  if  he  had  been  willing  to  take  a more  prominent  place 
in  the  scientific  assemblies  of  his  time. 

He  might  have  written  lwoks  which  would  have  proved  helpful 
to  the  thought  of  his  time,  especially  as  bearing  upon  the  interpre- 


208 


THE  OBERLIN  ALUMNI  MAGAZINE 


tation  of  science.  As  a teacher  he  might  have  attracted  larger 
classes  and  might  have  made  a superficial  impression  upon  a larger 
number  of  pupils,  if  he  had  cared  to  make  more  parade  of  iiis  learn- 
ing. But  he  chose  to  do  his  work  quietly,  with  no  desire  to  do 
anything  that  should  dazzle,  but  with  a fixed  purpose  to  do  every- 
thing in  the  most  thorough  and  faultless  fashion  possible. 

A second  marked  quality  was  his  breadth  and  fairness  of  mind. 
The  true  scientific  spirit  mastered  him,  as  it  has  mastered  few 
minds  of  his  generation ; and,  slender  as  might  seem  his  technical 
training,  it  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  approach  any  subject  or 
any  topic  without  making  the  most  easeful  and  painstaking  investi- 
gation, seemingly  without  the  least  prejudices  as  to  the  outcome  of 
his  research.  This  quality  made  him  our  best  type  of  thinker  upon 
the  vexed  subject  of  the  relations  between  scientific  research  and 
religious  belief. 

And  finally,  there  was  in  him  always  a clear  and  intelligent  and 
mastering  Christian  faith.  He  was  never  disturbed  by  all  his  study 
of  the  scientific  literature  of  our  time.  He  was  not  given  to  periods 
of  emotional  excitement;  he  needed  for  himself  no  seasons  of  re- 
vival interest ; he  was  always  “ not  slothful  in  business,  fervent  in 
spirit,  serving  the  Lord.”  To  many  his  admirable  prayers  in  Chapel 
and  in  the  weekly  prayer  meeting  will  be  his  best  memory. 

Lyman  B.  Hall. 


Addresses  at  the  Funeral  of  Albert  Allen  Wright. 

PROFESSOR  WRIGHT’S  WORK  IN  THE  CHURCH. 

Standing  before  the  open  tomb  of  Lazarus,  “Jesus  lifted  up  his 
eyes,  and  said,  Father  I thank  thee  that  thou  heardest  me." 

And  yet  Lazarus  was  dead.  That  which  the  sisters  had  feared 
had  come  to  pass.  That  which  they  had  believed  that  Jesus  was 
able  to  prevent  was  realized.  Jesus  had  tarried  until  lie  could  sa\ 
to  his  disciples, — “ Our  friend  Ixtzarus  is  fallen  asleep."  W hy, 
then,  does  he  now  give  thanks  to  God?  Is  it  because  he  is  glad  that 
Lazarus  is  dead?  Is  it  not  rather  because  to  his  clear  vision  the 
seeming  death  of  Lazarus  was  really  but  an  illusion?  because  lie 
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knew  that  the  dead  in  fact  lived  still?  And  for  what  had  he  so 
prayed  that  he  knew  that  his  prayer  was  heard  and  answered?  Was 
it  not  that,  in  answer  to  his  call,  Lazarus  might  be  so  recalled  to 
this  earthly  life  that  it  should  be  known  to  the  sorrowing  forever- 
more that  the  dead  live,  and  that  our  God,  who  is  not  the  God  of 
the  dead  but  of  the  living,  is  their  God  and  that  their  life,  trium- 
phant now  forever  over  death,  is  in  his  loving  hands? 

It  was  in  the  light  and  comfort  of  this  belief  that  George  Math- 
eson  wrote, — “ I will  not  pray  for  my  dead ; I will  give  thanks  for 
them.  I will  bring  a wreath  to  the  sepulchre — a wreath  of  immor- 
telles. I will  sing  an  Easter  hymn  in  the  zvinter  of  the  year.  I will 
number  the  departed  among  the  members  of  my  household.  I will 
keep  a place  for  the  old  chair  in  the  corner  of  my  heart.  I will 
garner  the  old  songs  in  the  field  of  memory.  I will  preserve  the 
birthdays  on  the  fly-leaf  of  the  old  Bible  as  anniversaries  not  of  the 
dead,  but  of  the  living.  And  when,  within  Thy  house,  I bow  my 
knee  in  the  moments  allotted  to  silent  prayer,  I will  not  say,  ‘ Fa- 
ther, raise  up  my  dead ! but  Father,  I bless  Thy  Name  that  my  dead 
are  raised  already !’  ” 

It  is  to  bring  our  wreath  of  immortelles,  and  to  thank  God  for 
our  dead  who  live  for  evermore,  that,  in  the  depths  of  our  human 
sorrow,  we  are  come  to  this  house  of  God  this  afternoon. 

Professor  Albert  Allen  Wright  is  peculiarly  a son  of  Oberlin. 
Other  home  than  this  he  has  never  known.  He  was  born  in  the  old 
Oberlin  Boarding  Hall,  of  which  his  mother  was  the  matron.  From 
the  Boarding  Hall  the  family  removed  to  the  parental  residence  which 
occupied  the  present  site  of  Lord  Cottage.  His  own  home,  when  he 
came  to  manhood,  was  established  only  a few  rods  distant,  and  upon 
land  which  belonged  to  his  father’s  farm.  And  there  in  the  blessed 
associations  of  the  family  and  of  the  community  he  has  lived  out 
the  years,  until  the  call  has  come  to  him  to  pass  from  the  seen  and 
changing  home  of  earth  to  the  unseen  and  abiding  home  in  heaven. 

Professor  Wright’s  parents  were  among  those  early  Oberlin 
pioneers  who  came  to  this  wilderness  land  with  a consecrated  pur- 
pose to  establish  and  develop  here  a community  and  college  whose 
influence  should  count  for  the  kingdom  of  God  throughout  the  land 
and  the  world.  It  was  eleven  or  twelve  years  after  the  foundations 
of  Oberlin  were  laid  that  Albert  Wright  was  born.  In  that  early 
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atmosphere  of  deep  consecration  and  high  purpose,  of  hard  labor 
and  genuine  sacrifice,  he  grew  up  to  young  manhood.  There  was 
but  one  Church  in  those  days,  and  one  Sabbath  School : and  the 
old  First  Church,  with  President  Finney'  as  its  pastor,  and  its  Sab- 
bath School,  were  the  religious  forces  which  re-enforced  the  strong 
spiritual  life  of  the  home  in  the  moulding  of  his  character  and  in 
giving  direction  to  his  life. 

This  Second  Church  was  organized  in  I860,  and  his  parents 
were  among  those  who  led  as  charter  members  in  the  labors  and 
sacrifices  which  gave  it  being.  It  was  in  the  year  following  the  or- 
ganization of  this  church,  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  that 
he  publicly  confessed  Christ  and  united  himself  with  the  church. 

From  that  time  until  his  death,  with  the  exception  of  a brief 
period  previous  to  his  acceptance  of  a position  upon  the  Faculty 
of  the  College,  he  has  been  an  active  and  devoted  member  and  offi- 
cer with  us. 

Passing  through  our  schools  he  was  graduated  from  the  College 
at  the  early  age  of  nineteen,  with  the  Class  of  I860,  which  num- 
bered among  its  members  such  men  as  Drs.  R.  T.  Hall  and  William 
Kincaid,  a former  pastor  of  this  church,  Superintendent  Moulton 
of  the  Cleveland  Public  Schools,  Dr.  Lucian  C.  Warner  and  Dr. 
W.  E.  C.  Wright  of  Olivet  College. 

Two  years  following  his  graduation  were  spent  in  teaching,  after 
which  he  entered  upon  theological  studies  in  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary,  New  York,  where  he  spent  two  years,  then  returning  to 
Obcrlin  he  was  graduated  from  the  Oberlin  Theological  Seminary 
with  the  Class  of  1870.  The  Rev.  Richard  Winsor,  that  most  use- 
ful missionary  in  India,  the  tidings  of  whose  death  have  but  just 
reached  us,  was  one  of  his  theological  classmates. 

The  peculiar  gifts  of  Mr.  Wright,  and  his  love  for  nature,  drew 
him  towards  the  ministry  of  the  teacher  rather  than  that  of  the  pul- 
pit. Ministry,  and  ministry  to  individuals,  was  the  end  sought  let  the 
direction  of  the  life  work  be  what  it  might;  and  theological  studies 
were  regarded  as  important  for  the  fully  equipped  teacher  as  well 
as  for  the  preacher. 

Receiving  an  election  to  the  professorship  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Science  in  I’erea  College,  Ky.,  Professor  Wright  accepted  the 
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appointment  and  remained  in  Berea  until  the  summer  of  1872.  He 
then  entered  the  School  of  Mines  of  Columbia,  from  which  lie  was 
graduated  in  1875.  Previous  to  his  graduation  he  was  called  to 
the  Chair  of  Geology  and  Natural  Plistory  in  Oberlin  College,  and 
here  as  the  head  of  the  Department  of  Natural  Science,  and  in  the 
discharge  of  the  multiplied  trusts  which  the  college,  the  community 
and  the  church  have  committed  to  him,  he  has  accomplished  his  life 
work.  Of  his  work  in  the  college  and  the  community  those  will 
speak  who  have  been  most  closely  related  to  him  in  these  fields  of 
service.  It  is  the  wreath  of  the  Church,  of  the  Christian  brother- 
hood of  this  community,  and  of  a friend  that  I seek  to  bring. 

It  is  a good  life  that  he  has  lived  here  among  us,  a life  every  day 
and  experience  of  which  we  remember  with  gratitude.  It  is  a life 
that  we  do  not  know  how  to  lose.  It  is  not  lost.  It  must  not  be  lost. 
Few  could  be  more  missed,  or  more  deeply  and  sincerely  mourned. 
We  would  that  we  might  all  receive  a double  portion  of  his  spirit. 
And  the  secret  of  his  greatly  useful  and  winsome  life,  as  we  have 
all  felt  it,  has  been  the  depth  and  genuineness  of  his  Christian  de- 
votion. Professor  Wright  was  one  of  those  unconscious  Christians 
from  whose  lips  the  question  seems  perfectly  natural, — “ Lord, 
when  saw  we  thee  an  hungered,  and  fed  thee?  or  athirst,  and  gave 
thee  drink?  And  when  saw  we  thee  a stranger,  and  took  thee  in? 
or  naked  and  clothed  thee?  And  when  saw  we  thee,  sick,  or  in 
prison,  and  came  unto  thee?”  All  of  these  things  he  was  doing, 
because  he  was  doing  the  daily  duties  as  they  came  to  hand  how- 
ever humble  they  might  be,  ministering  to  others  needs  as  he  had 
opportunity  with  a real  love  for  individuals  which  is  a real  love  for 
Christ;  and  he  did  not  know  it.  His  was  that  kindness  and  gentle- 
ness and  gracious  consideration  which  wins  the  heart  and  moulds 
the  life,  and  brings  Christ  to  others.  How  many  have  felt  its 
power  in  the  intimacies  of  the  fatndy  circle,  in  the  class-room  and 
the  fields,  in  the  fellowship  of  the  church,  and  abroad  here  in  the 
community  as  he  has  met  men  and  women  by  the  way ! 

Professor  Wright  owed  much  to  his  Christian  heritage,  and  he 
made  himself  worthy  of  that  heritage.  Plis  parents  were  devoted 
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Christians.  Of  the  mother’s  strong  and  simple  and  quiet  Chris- 
tian life  we  of  the  later  days  have  been  permitted  to  be  the  wit- 
nesses, for  she  has  but  just  preceded  her  son  in  passing  through 
the  gates  into  the  eternal  city.  And  theirs  was  a loving  Christian 
household — the  parents  and  the  five  children  at  the  first,  of  whom 
now  only  two  remain.  And  then  the  new  home,  broken  early  also 
by  death,  and  re-established,  and  the  children  who  have  come  into 
it ! As  they  believed  in  the  Lord  so  they  believed  in  each  other, 
and  in  their  Christian  -friends  and  neighbors ; and  thus  they  have 
helped  each  other,  and  have  helped  us  all  heavenward. 

They  have  believed  in  the  Church  of  the  living  God,  and  in  the 
institutions  of  the  gospel,  and  have  been  faithful  in  them. 

From  the  organization  of  this  Church  in  18G0  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  1883,  Professor  Wright’s  father  was  a member  of  our 
Board  of  Deacons,  and  at  his  death  Professor  Wright  was  made 
his  successor  in  that  office ; and,  with  the  exception  of  a few  years 
during  which,  according  to  the  rules  of  our  rotary  system  he  was 
ineligible  to  the  office,  he  has  filled  that  position  to  the  present 
time.  The  succession,  therefore,  from  father  to  son,  has  been  prac- 
tically unbroken  from  the  organization  of  the  church  to  this  day. 

Professor  Wright’s  deep  sincerity  of  purpose,  his  thoughtfulness 
and  candor  of  judgment,  his  wisdom  and  great  attainments,  created 
a confidence  which  brought  to  him  widely  varied  responsibilities. 
He  could  be  trusted  and  therefore  he  was  wanted  wherever  there 
was  serious  work  to  be  done.  And  he  was  not  one  who  could  easily 
throw  off  responsibility,  or  commit  to  others  that  which  was  given 
to  him  to  do.  He  was  afraid  that  he  might  fail  of  his  whole  duty. 
His  nearest  approach  to  impatience,  I think,  was  with  his  own  phys- 
ical limitations,  and  he  could  not  realize  how  serious  those  limita- 
tions were.  As  the  calls  came,  therefore,  from  this  side  and  from 
that  the  burdens  multiplied  unduly ; but  from  him  there  was  no 
complaint,  and  no  one  realized  how  heavily  they  pressed  upon  him. 

I le  was  a man  moreover  who  entered  most  sympathetically  into 
the  feelings  of  others.  In  cases  of  grave  importance,  where  great 
interests  were  at  stake,  and  counsels  were  divided,  his  wisdom  was 
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sure  to  be  sought,  but  the  burden  of  decision  for  him  was  great. 
And  he  took  the  full  weight  of  it  upon  him.  He  could  make  no 
hasty  decision.  It  was  not  in  him  to  be  a partizan.  All  of  the 
factors  in  every  problem  were  weighed  with  his  own  scientific  ex- 
actness. The  personal  element  was  eliminated,  however  strongly 
his  own  feelings  might  be  enlisted.  It  was  the  greatest  good,  meas- 
ured by  the  highest  and  most  abiding  ideals,  that  he  sought.  And 
when  his  own  decisions  were  reached  the  pain  of  the  disappoint- 
ments of  others  rested  upon  him  as  his  own. 

Thus,  to  a far  greater  degree  than  we  can  any  of  us  know,  has 
he  carried  upon  his  heart  the  interests  of  this  community,  this  col- 
lege and  church,  and  the  many  individuals,  students  and  others, 
with  whom  he  has  had  to  do.  His  life  among  us  has  been  a fulfill- 
ment of  the  injunction  of  the  apostle, — “ Bear  ye  one  another’s 
burdens,  and  so  fulfill  the  law  of  Christ.” 

It  is  the  loss  of  a brotherly  man,  a true  friend,  a single  hearted 
and  sincere  follower  of  Christ  whom  we  mourn  to-day ; but  we 
mourn  not  for  him,  but  for  ourselves.  For  him  we  thank  God, 
and  we  thank  God  that  that  which  we  here  see,  and  which  we  call 
death,  is  but  an  illusion ; that  for  such  there  is  no  death,  but  for- 
evermore the  more  abundant  life.  We  thank  God  that  our  dead  are 
raised  already.  And  to  the  sadly  stricken  members  of  this  house- 
hold, to  each  one  personally,  for  each  member  of  this  congregation 
which  enters  into  this  sorrow  with  you,  I want  to  leave  these  words 
written  to  afflicted  ones  in  similar  circumstances  by  Maltbie  Bab- 
cock. I am  su're  they  express  what  we  would  each  like  to  say, — 
“ During  these  days  of  strain  and  suspense  I have  wished  I could 
be  a little  help  to  you.  I can  tell  you  this  at  least,  and  pray  that  you 
may  have  from  God  and  your  friends  and  your  own  heart  strength 
enough  to  get  through  a da\r  at  a time.  I do  not  see  what  else  you 
can  do  but  just  live,  now.  You  cannot  understand,  or  explain,  but 
you  know  as  well  as  I,  that  back  of  everything  is  God,  and  God  is 
light, — we  shall  see.  And  God  is  love — we  shall  be  satisfied.  It 
may  be  a long  while,  but  it  is  worth  waiting  for.  Trust  Him  all 
you  can— you  will  be  glad  you  did.  I wish  I could  help  you.” 

Henry  M.  Tenney. 
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PROFESSOR  WRIGHT  AS  A CITIZEN. 

I have  been  asked  to  say  a few  words  this  afternoon  concerning 
Professor  Wright’s  service  to  his  country  and  to  this  community. 
This  service  began  at  a very  early  age,  for  while  he  was  still  in 
College  the  call  came  to  him  to  serve  his  country  by  becoming  a 
defender  of  the  National  Capitol.  It  was  in  the  last  year  of  the 
war;  Grant  had  been  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  with  resistless  energy'  was  pressing  his  way  on 
toward  Richmond.  Lee,  in  order  to  relieve  the  pressure,  resorted 
to  the  strategy  which  had  so  many  times  before  succeeded,  of  send- 
ing an  expedition  up  the  Shenandoah  Valley  to  threaten  the  Na- 
tional Capitol.  Grant  refused  to  turn  aside  for  the  defense  of  the 
Capitol  and  a hurried  call  was  sent  out  for  one  hundred-day  volun- 
teers from  the  North.  Some  of  these  volunteers  were  from  Ohio  and 
among  these  was  Professor  W right.  How  well  some  of  us  remem- 
ber the  delightful  Thursday  Lecture  in  which  he  recounted  the  ex- 
periences of  those  days.  So  then  before  he  had  attained  manhood 
he  had  rendered  worthy  service  to  the  Nation.  Then  came  gradu- 
ation, professional  study  and  teaching,  first  in  Berea  College,  later 
at  Oberlin.  After  becoming  Professor  in  Oberlin,  for  many  years 
his  time  was  completely  taken  up  with  the  onerous  duties  laid  upon 
him.  Not  only  did  he  carry  three  departments  of  instruction,  Zoolo- 
gy, Geology  and  Botany,  but  in  addition  to  this  he  was  clerk  of  the 
Faculty,  and  for  a long  time  Registrar,  or  keeper  of  the  grades  and 
records  of  each  student.  Such  heavy  work  made  public  service  im- 
possible during  these  earlier  years. 

About  the  year  1885  there  began  vigorous  agitation  in  Oberlin 
for  an  improved  water  supply.  \ he  immediate  occasion  of  this 
demand  was  the  need  of  a better  supp'y  for  fire  protection,  but  it 
was  also  recognized  by  many  that  it  was  desirable  to  have  a better 
supply  for  drinking  and  domestic  purposes  than  was  afforded  by 
rain  water  or  the  wells  of  the  village.  Many  schemes  were  sug- 
gested. An  artesian  well  was  sunk  and  abandoned ; a proposition 
to  go  to  the  lake  and  bring  water  in  combination  with  F.Ivria  and 
Lorain  was  discussed  and  given  up,  and  at  last  after  the  visit  of  a 
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large  committee  to  the  neighboring  village  of  Bellevue,  public  sen- 
timent settled  upon  the  idea  of  a dam  west  of  the  village  impound- 
ing the  waters  of  Plum  Creek,  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  fire  pro- 
tection, but  in  the  hope  also  that  after  proper  filtration  it  might 
prove,  as  had  the  water  of  Bellevue  , suitable  for  drinking  purposes. 
After  sufficient  private  discussion  of  the  subject,  and  a public  state- 
ment concerning  it  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Steele,  the  citizens  voted  that  they 
would  go  in  debt  $50,000.00  for  this  object,  and  Judge  Steele,  Mr. 
Edwin  Regal  and  Professor  Wright  were  elected  a Board  of  Trus- 
tees to  adopt  and  carry  into  effect  a plan  for  a suitable  water  sup- 
ply. Let  me  quote  from  an  address  of  Professor  Wright: 

“ Immediately  upon  appointment  all  the  airy  possibilities  sur- 
rounding the  subject  assumed  a serious  aspect.  Jokes  and  jibes 
about  Plum  Creek  ceased.  We  were  charged  with  the  responsible 
duty  of  using  the  public  money  in  a way  that  would  not  be  a waste 
and  a failure;  upon  our  final  decision  would  rest  the  quality  of  the 
water  to  be  introduced  into  the  houses  of  the  place  and  which  in 
spite  of  any  precaution,  if  such  should  be  necessary,  would  cer- 
tainly be  used  by  many  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes.  An 
error  might  bring  a public  scourge  instead  of  a benefit.  Practi- 
cally the  Plum  Creek  plan  had  been  accepted  by  the  public,  subject 
to  our  revision.  In  our  minds  eyes  we  saw  already  the  great  reser- 
voir west  of  Ladies’  Grove  filled  with  sparkling  water.  A compe- 
tent engineer  had  been  paid  $150.00  for  his  opinion  that  the  plan 
was  entirely  feasible.  Schemes  for  the  wholesale  filtration  of  the 
water  when  it  might  be  turbid,  were  carefully  pondered.  In  fact 
I am  quite  ready  to  admit  that  for  myself  I indulged  in  the  enthu- 
siastic purpose  of  demonstrating  to  the  world  that  any  town  which 
had  a respectable  amount  of  rainfall  could  have  water-works  and 
deliver  clear  and  wholesome  water  to  its  people  the  whole  year 
round.”  So  far  Professor  Wright.  But  notwithstanding  that  the 
question  thus  seemed  to  have  been  settled  it  w'as  not  in  Professor 
Wright’s  nature  to  reach  a final  decision  without  re-examining  all 
the  possibilties  in  the  case.  He  had  a peculiarly  judicial  mind.  It 
w'as  not  possible  for  him  to  adopt  a plan  without  carefully  consider- 
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ing  all  other  plans  which  seemed  feasible.  Only  when,  after  weigh- 
ing all  possibilities  the  balance  of  the  argument  seemed  to  point  to 
some  one  method  as  better  than  all  the  rest  would  he  be  content  to 
go  ahead  and  it  was  so  in  this  case.  Let  me  quote  again : 

“ But  notwithstanding  it  seemed  a foregone  conclusion  that  we 
should  adopt  the  Plum  Creek  scheme,  a loyal  survey  was  made  on 
every  side  for  possibilities ; — Something  additional  or  something 
better.  Every  little  stream  and  branch  within  five  miles  of  Ober- 
lin  was  carefully  examined  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of  its  wa- 
ter ascertained.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  after  six  months  of  the  most 
painstaking  investigation  of  the  whole  field,  it  was  reluctantly  agreed 
to  give  up  the  ambitious  and  philanthropical  project  of  showing  to 
the  world  what  could  be  done  with  Plum  Creek.  Vermilion  water 
was  voted  to  be  the  thing  and  the  hardest  part  of  our  task  seemed 
to  be  completed.” 

These  few  extracts  from  an  address  by  Professor  Wright  to  the 
students  of  the  College  seem  to  me  to  give  in  brief  a hint  of  just 
those  valuable  qualities  which  Professor  Wright  brought  to  the 
membership  of  this  Board.  A rarely  balanced  mind  was  his;  a 
mind  which  could  not  make  its  decisions  quickly;  which  could  not 
settle  upon  one  way  of  securing  a desired  result  to  the  exclusion  of 
other  possible  ways  but  which  was  content  only  when  all  ways  had 
been  tested  and  the  best  had  been  ascertained.  “ Nothing  less  than 
the  best  ” was  his  motto.  And  it  is  to  this  cautious,  painstaking, 
investigating  disposition  of  his,  that  the  town  has  had  for  these 
twenty  years  a water  supp'y  vastly  better  than  any  of  us  dared  to 
hope  for.  It  would  have  been  easy — and  a smaller  minded  person 
would  have  brought  it  about — to  have  adopted  some  apparently 
workable  scheme,  and  to  have  put  it  into  operation,  only  to  find  out 
as  the  years  went  on  that  something  better  might  have  been  adopt- 
ed. We  owe  it  to  Professor  Wright  and  to  Judge  Steele,  for  it  is 
impossible  to  distinguish  between  them  in  giving  credit  for  this 
decision,  that  we  adopted  a system  which  has  never  given  us  one 
moment’s  regret,  and  which  has  more  and  more  justified  itself  as 
time  has  gone  on.  Characteristic  also  are  his  words  concerning  the 
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construction  of  the  plant.  “ From  the  first  ” he  says  “ it  was  de- 
termined that  the  quality  of  all  the  work  should  be  first-class  and 
permanent,  and  that  the  economy  should  show  itself  in  dispensing 
with  luxurious  adjuncts.  Competent  engineers  should  supervise 
the  construction,  cost  what  it  might.” 

Professor  Wright  was  far  too  modest  a man  to  think  that  he 
understood  the  way  to  solve  the  problem.  Looked  up  to  by  his 
colleagues  on  the  Board  as  by  far  the  best  informed  man  among 
their  number  he  always  insisted  that  expert  advice  should  be  sought. 
Pie  rightly  judged  that  this  was  in  the  long  run  the  greatest  econ- 
omy. And  how  completely  time  has  vindicated  his  judgment.  Many 
things  which  were  in  the  original  plan,  but  which  were  deferred  be- 
cause the  amount  available  was  not  sufficient  to  do  all  the  work, 
have  since  been  added — a standpipe,  a larger  reservoir,  extension 
of  the  mains,  the  ownership  of  the  land  about  the  source  of  supply, 
and  now  at  last  the  filtration  and  softening  of  the  water.  These — 
all,  I repeat,  contemplated  in  the  original  plan  as  it  lay  in  ins  mind, 
have  been  added,  but  practically  nothing  has  been  discarded  as  not 
suited  for  its  purpose.  In  a very  large  degree,  it  may  safely  be  said, 
this  has  come  about  because  nothing  was  done  till  Professor  Wright 
saw  his  way  through  the  whole  problem,  and  also  because  then 
nothing  was  undertaken  except  after  the  best  expert  advice  which 
could  be  had. 

In  Professor  Wright’s  mind,  however,  the  introduction  of  water 
was  but  the  beginning  of  a system  of  needed  public  improvements. 
In  this  very  talk  from  which  I am  quoting,  he  closes  by  saying  that 

the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  free  and  general  use  of  this  water  is 
the  absence  of  any  sewage  system.  Here  is  an  important  sanitary 
problem  which  needs  to  be  taken  up  and  solved  very  soon.”  It  is 
not  surprising  therefore,  that  by  the  year  1892,  we  find  at  a large 
mass  meeting  of  the  citizens,  with  Professor  Wright  as  the  princi- 
pal speaker,  a strong  presentation  of  the  necessity  of  sewers.  The 
address  which  he  delivered  upon  this  occasion  is  printed  in  full  in 
“ The  Oberlin  News  ” for  March  17,  1892,  and  it  is  a good  illus- 
tration of  his  clearness  of  statement,  and  of  his  careful  and  ex- 
haustive treatment  of  any  subject.  He  pointed  out  that  the  real 
problem  was  not  the  laying  of  pipes  in  the  streets,  nor  the  securing 
of  a sufficient  grade  to  make  them  do  their  work,  but  the  disposal 
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of  the  sewage  after  it  had  been  collected  by  the  sewers.  He  then 
goes  on  to  discuss  the  various  kinds  of  sewers,  the  relative  advan- 
tages of  the  separate  and  combined  systems,  the  different  ways  of 
sewage  disposal,  and  makes  perfectly  clear  just  what  in  his  judg- 
ment is  necessary  to  give  Oberlin  a satisfactory  system ; this  being 
the  plan  which  was  afterward  carried  out  in  every  detail.  As  the 
result  of  this  presentation  the  people  of  the  town  were  convinced, 
and  by  vote  of  the  town  sewers  were  ordered  put  in. 

I should  like  to  speak  of  other  contributions  to  our  local  com- 
forts for  which  Professor  Wright  has  been  in  no  small  degree  re- 
sponsible, but  these  are  enough  to  indicate  the  character  of  the 
service  rendered  by  him  to  this  community.  From  the  beginning 
of  our  water  works  system  to  the  day  of  his  death,  Professor  Wright 
served  as  one  of  our  Board  of  Water  Trustees,  later  called  Board 
of  Public  Service,  and  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  service  which 
he  has  rendered  in  this  capacity  to  this  community.  By  his  caution 
and  his  painstaking  investigation  of  all  possible  methods  before 
reading  a conclusion  he  has  undoubtedly  saved  this  community 
thousands  of  dollars  in  experiments,  while  by  his  care  for  economy 
and  by  his  wide  visioned  view  of  the  situation  he  has  given  to  us 
all  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  found  in  towns  of  far  greater 
population.  It  is  a rare  thing  for  a village  of  our  size  to  thus  be 
able  to  command  the  services  of  one  who  by  careful  study  won  the 
respect  of  experts  and  who  at  the  same  time  was  so  level-headed  in 
his  estimate  of  proposed  experiments  as  to  reject  the  crude  and 
immature  and  cause  delay  until  better  and  comparatively  inexpen- 
sive methods  could  be  worked  out. 

There  remains  only  time  to  refer  to  one  service  which  Professor 
Wright  lias  rendered  to  our  state.  His  work,  particularly  in  the 
searching  out  of  sources  of  water  supply,  led  him  to  realize  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  all  the  existing  maps  of  this  region,  and 
caused  him  to  welcome  as  a real  opportunity  for  the  community  the 
proposal  of  the  U.  S.  Geological  Survey  to  co-operate  with  the  var- 
ous  states  in  preparing  suitable  topographical  maps.  Realizing  the 
advantage  to  our  state  that  would  come  from  this  movement, 
Professor  Wright  seized  the  opportunity  of  an  address  which  he 
was  called  upon  to  give  as  President  of  the  Ohio  Academy  of  Sci- 
ence, to  lay  this  matter  before  the  public.  Starting  almost  alone 
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and  without  gaining  hearty  co-operation  at  first  from  others,  by 
printing  his  address  and  widely,  circulating  it  and  by  correspond- 
ing extensively  throughout  the  state  he  gradually  created  a public 
demand  for  the  proposed  co-operation.  He  went  to  Columbus,  and 
spent  considerable  time  in  the  endeavor  to  secure  the  adoption  of 
the  scheme  by  the  Legislature,  only  to  meet  with  defeat.  Undaunt- 
ed by  this  failure  he  patiently  went  over  the  ground  again,  presented 
the  matter  to  the  next  Legislature,  carried  on  a still  more  exten- 
sive correspondence  among  the  Civil  Engineers,  teachers  and  pro- 
fessional men  of  the  state,  and  at  last  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing 
the  project  adopted  by  the  Legislature.  I can  remember  the  pleas- 
ure with  which  he  showed  me  the  Oberlin  sheet  when  it  came  out 
last  summer. 

Such  are  two  or  three  of  the  more  important  services  which  Pro- 
fessor Wright  has  rendered  to  this  town,  his  state  and  his  nation. 

Few  men  in  the  history  of  this  town  have  had  an  equal  opportu- 
nity to  Benefit  by  judicious  carefully  considered  action  their  fellow 
townsman  or  by  hasty  judgment  to  waste  the  resources  of  the  vil- 
lage and  embarrass  its  future.  Let  it  be  recorded  with  loving  mem- 
ories of  Professor  Wright  that  he  gave  his  best  endeavors  to  this 
public  service,  and  secured  for  his  fellow-townsmen  the  maximum 
of  good  results  at  a minimum  of  expense.  As  the  years  go  on, 
if  the  care  with  which  he  insisted  upon  the  best,  is  possessed  by 
his  successors,  if  their  aim  is  not  to  have  water  that  will  do,  but 
water  that  is  the  best  that  can  be  had,  and  if  all  our  town  affairs 
are  carried  on  from  the  broad-minded,  wide-visioned  point  of  view 
which  characterized  Professor  Wright,  his  work  and  his  example 
will  not  have  been  in  vain,  and  future  generations  as  well  as  the 
present  shall  rise  up  and  bless  him. 

Azariaii  S.  Root. 


PROFESSOR  WRIGHT’S  CONTRIBUTION  TO  THE  COLLEGE. 

It  is  difficult  to  realize  that  the  friend  and  brother  who  has  been 
so  repeatedly  associated  with  us  in  these  memorial  services  into 
which  we  have  been  called  so  frequently  in  these  recent  months,  is 
himself  new  the  one  whose  memory  we  gather  to  honor.  The 
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stroke  has  fallen  so  suddenly,  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  anv 
of  us  to  understand  what  it  means.  Professor  Wright’s  life  has 
been,  in  the  very  manner  of  its  living,  so  conscientious,  so  modest, 
and  so  unselfish,  that  no  brief  attempt  to  sum  it  up  can  be  at  all 
adequate.  Only  those  who  have  lived  close  beside  it,  and  have  long 
thought  about  it,  and  as  the  months  go  on,  shall  return  to  it  in  their 
thought,  will  realize  what  this  College  and  this  community — what 
those  who  have  loved  him — have  lost  in  his  going. 

Thirty-one  years  of  continuous  labor  for  the  College  on  the  part 
of  such  a man,  given  with  absolute  self-devotion,  could  not  fail  to 
be  a most  extraordinary  service.  But  perhaps  we  have  hardly  real- 
ized that  probably  no  other  man  was  so  prominent  a factor  as  he  in 
making  the  important  transition  from  the  older  to  the  newer  col- 
lege, with  its  definite  recognition  of  natural  science  and  the  newer 
scientific  methods,  with  its  severer  intellectual  standards  along 
modern  lines,  and  with  its  demand  for  larger  and  more  specialized 
equipment  on  the  part  of  its  teachers.  Professor  Wright  himself 
was  in  charge  of  the  first  laboratory  study  by  students  in  Chemis- 
try, in  Zoology,  in  Botany,  and  in  Geology,  and  was,  thus,  practi- 
cally the  pioneer  in  all  the  scientific  work,  in  the  more  modern 
sense,  that  the  College  has  done.  It  was  a most  necessary  and  a 
most  significant  work.  That  the  transition  was  made  so  thoroughly 
and  yet  so  quietly  was  largely  due  to  Professor  Wright. 

As  an  Oberlin  boy  and  an  Oberlin  alumnus,  heartily  in  sympathy 
with  the  great  ideals  of  the  community  and  the  College,  and  yet 
with  modern  training,  and  open  always  to  new  ideals  and  new  ideas, 
he  could  do  this  as  few  others  could  do  it.  And  I bear  witness,  as 
one  this  quarter  of  a century  associated  with  him,  that  through  the 
transition  he  kept,  as  it  is  given  few  men  to  keep,  the  genuine  re- 
spect and  confidence  both  of  his  older  and  of  his  younger  colleagues 
in  liis  spirit  and  aims,  and  in  his  scholarly  ideals  and  attainments. 
For  no  other  man  could  make  so  severe  requirements  for  him  as  he 
made  for  himself.  To  have  done  this  particular  service  of  which  I 
am  now  speaking,  required  long  and  hard  work.  I doubt  whether 
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any  of  us  quite  realized  what  a prodigious  worker  he  was — he  did 
his  work  so  quietly  and  said  so  little  about  it.  The  field  m which 
he  worked,  especially  in  its  connection  with  the  museum,  demanded 
such  an  enormous  expenditure  of  time  and  effort,  that  I suspect  it 
will  be  only  as,  later,  a number  of  men  come  and  go  over  what  he 
has  done,  that  we  who  have  not  understood  the  technical  side  of  his 
work,  will  have  any  true  conception  of  his  real  accomplishment. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Faculty  at  a trying  and  discouraging  period, 
taking  a task  which  was,  for  a man  of  his  disposition  one  of  pecul- 
iar difficulty,  he  gave  himself  to  it  as  we  all  know,  without  stint, 
holding,  as  he  has  always  held,  the  College  before  his  own  personal 
ambitions,  and  really  breaking,  under  the  work.  His  brethren  trust- 
ed in  hint  with  a confidence  which  he  never  failed  to  deserve — for 
he  seemed  never  to  say  the  unwise  or  the  unhappy  thing,  and  he 
was  always  thoughtful  of  the  various  bearings  of  the  policies  he 
adopted.  Few  men  have  had  so  delicate  a sensitiveness  to  the  mean- 
ing of  things.  None  of  us  are  likely  at  this  point  either  to  over- 
estimate the  service  of  this  quiet,  alert,  thoughtful,  steadfast  man. 

Brit  yet,  as  always  with  such  a man,  his  greatest  contribution  to 
the  College  and  the  community  has  been  his  unique  personality. 
A man  of  strong,  sound  sense,  it  is  difficult  to  look  back  over  these 
twenty-five  years  and  see  a place  where  he  has  been  seriously  mis- 
led in  his  judgment.  He  was  one  of  the  men  to  be  depended  upon. 
Careful,  painstaking,  deliberate,  well-balanced  judgment  he  had; 
and  he  had  such  a judgment  because  he  was  also  a man  of  com- 
plete open-mindedness,  and  of  a genuinely  sympathetic  spirit.  Of 
profound  intellectual  honesty,  far  removed  from  a bigoted  position, 
with  an  appreciative  response  to  a wide  range  of  interests  quite 
outside  of  his  special  sphere  of  study,  he  seems  to  me  to  have  solved, 
as  very  few  men  have  ever  solved,  the  paradox  of  sympathetic  just- 
ness, of  honest  considerateness.  It  is  the  most  difficult  thing,  per- 
haps, that  we  are  ever  called  upon  to  do,  to  combine  justness  with 
kindliness  and  love,  to  combine  absolute  honesty  with  thoughtful 
considerateness.  And  yet,  I think  that  there  is  hardly  another  thing 
. about  which  his  colleagues  would  more  certainly  agree  than  that  he 
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succeeded,  in  rare  degree,  in  just  this.  He  might  find  fault  with.’ 
one,  but  his  criticism  would  be  made  with  such  kindly  sympathy 
that  the  just  judgment  would  be  welcome.  Never  blind  to  the  faults 
and  defects  of  the  men  or  the  Institution  he  loved,  he  could  still 
be  sympathetically  just;  and  because  of  that,  he  was  always  faithful 
in  counsel,  loyal  in  friendship,  devoted  to  the  College,  dedicated, 
to  the  Kingdom  of  God — my  beloved  teacher,  colleague,  friend. 
Seeming  often  quite  matter  of  fact  and  with  no  approach  to  the 
gushing  spirit,  he  showed  still  a rare  gentleness  and  love  for  indi- 
vidual men.  No  one  could  know  him  intimately  and  doubt  that  he 
was  a man  of  high  and  strong  convictions ; but  however  strong  his 
own  convictions,  he  held  them  with  the  utmost  tolerance  toward 
others.  With  his  own  roots  struck  deep  in  the  early  Oberlin,  he 
could  still  find  himself  in  hearty  sympathy  with  its  latest  growth. 
And  throughout  his  time  of  service  he  did  his  work  with  steady 
patience  under  severe  and  long-continued  restrictions,  and  he  was 
withal  so  modest  that  his  full  power  of  intellectual  achievement 
has  seldom  been  recognized — 1 doubt  if  it  has  been  adequately  esti- 
mated by  any  of  us.  It  is  wholly  true  to  say  that  he  willingly  sacri- 
ficed outside  reputation — easily  within  his  grasp — to  the  demands 
of  the  daily  work  of  the  College.  He  gave  himself  unselfishly,  un- 
stintedly. It  was  not  strange  that  he  called  out  the  trust  of  his 
friends,  as  he  deserved  to  call  it  out,  in  remarkable  measure.  His 
brethren,  his  friends  believed  in  him. 

As  in  these  last  months  we  have  repeatedly  come  up  here  to- 
gether to  remember  who  have  wrought  with  us,  so  again  we  gather 
to-day  to  remember  this  one  passed  on — so  suddenly  called  home. 

It  is  difficult  for  any  man  to  pass  over  these  repeated  calls  of  God 
without  thoughtfulness.  We  closed  the  term  with  no  warning  of 
his  going,  so  quick  was  the  transition,  so  quick  the  promotion. 
And  we  can  hardly  fail  to  say,  one  to  another,  “ Blessed  are  those 
servants  whom  their  Lord  when  he  cometh  shall  find  watching.” 

“ Yet  a little  while  ” of  opportunity,  of  critical  choices,  of  training, 
of  service,  of  waiting  for  the  larger  life — a little  while — only  a little 
while — of  parting.  It  was  characteristic  of  the  man  that,  called 
so  suddenly,  he  should  still  say,  “ The  right  time  for  a man  to  go 
is  when  God  calls.”  “ What  is  this  t hat  he  saith,  Yet  a little  while?  ’ 

Henry  Churchill  King. 
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Announcements. 

For  the  picture  of  Professor  Albert  Allen  Wright,  appearing  in 
this  issue,  we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  his  friends  who  have 
made  its  reproduction  possible.  With  next  month’s  issue  the  Let- 
tersof  President  Fairchild  which  have  been  running  through  the  year, 
will  close.  The  last  number  of  the  year  will  contain  a complete 
account  of  the  Commencement  exercises,  as  well  as  President  King’s 
Baccalaureate  sermon  and  Mr.  James  B.  Dill’s  address.  L.  E.  L 
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University  News. 

DR.  CHARLES  S.  MILLS. 

The  resignation  of  the  Dr.  Charles 
S.  Mills,  from  the  pastorate  of 
the  Pilgrim  Congregational  church 
of  Cleveland  and  his  acceptance  of  a 
call  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Pilgrim 
Congregational  Church  of  St.  Louis 
is  a matter  of  peculiar  interest  to  the 
Alumni  and  friends  of  Oberlin 
college. 

Dr.  Mills  was  graduated  from  Am- 
herst college  with  the  class  of  1882. 
He  became  the  pastor  of  the  Pilgrim 
Church  in  Cleveland  in  1891, and  was 
elected  a trustee  of  Oberlin  college 
in  1896. 

By  his  hearty  sympathy  with  the 
best  for  which  Oberlin  stands,  his 
rare  gifts  for  organization  and  ad- 
ministration, his  wise  counsels,  his 
unflagging  energy,  hopefulness  and 
good  cheer,  ho  has  rendered  inval- 
uable service  to  the  college,  and  will 
be  its  strong  representative  in  the 
metropolis  of  the  south-west. 

The  interest  of  Mr.  Olney  in  Ober- 
lin and  the  gift  of  his  valuable 
museum  were  largely  due  to  the  in- 
fluence of  Dr.  Mills. 

The  success  of  Dr.  Mills  in  his 
Cleveland  pastorato  has  been  phe- 
nominal.  Fourteen  years  ago  the 
church  numbered  about  three  hun- 
dred members,  and  had  a flourishing 
Sabbath  school.  Dr.  Mills  recog- 
nized the  opportunity  which  the 
locality  offered,  Unlisted  the  interest 
and  enthusiastic  support  of  his 
people  and  the  result  is  the  admirable 
edifice  of  the  present  Pilgrim  church 
and  the  organized  institutional  ser- 
vice which  has  been  prosecuted 


through  the  years  with  remarkable 
success.  Pilgrim  Church  stands  to- 
day as  perhaps  the  most  successful 
Institutional  church  in  the  land. 

Its  membership  now  numbers  1050 
and  its  Sabbath  school  1200. 

It  employs  an  Associate  Pastor, 
and  a Pastor’s  Assistant,  who  de- 
vote all  their  time  to  the  work  of  the 
church,  and  who  lead  a large  corps 
of  volunteer  workers  in  Christian 
service. 

Dr.  Mills  departure  will  be  a severe 
loss  to  Ohio.  The  field  to  which  he 
goes  is  most  important.  The  Pilgrim 
Church  of  St.  Louis  is  the  strongest 
Congregational  church  in  the  south- 
west, and  has  had  a remarkable  his- 
tory under  the  leadership  of  such 
men  as  Drs.  Goodell,  Stimson  and 
Burnham.  It  is  now  making  a new 
departure:  is  removing  to  a new 
locality;  is  about  erecting  a $150, 
000  edifice;  and  is  reorganizing  its 
work  for  the  years  to  come. 

It  is  fortunate  in  securing  the 
leadership  of  Dr.  Mills,  and  in  it 
there  opens  to  him  an  enlarged  field 
of  power  and  service. 

Henry  M.  Tenney. 


RETIRING  PENSIONS  FOR 
TEACHERS 

The  Alumni  will  be  interested  to 
know  just  how  the  recent  gift  of  Mr. 
Andrew  Carnegie  “to  provide  retiring 
pensions  for  the  teaching  staff  of 
universities,  colleges,  and  technical 
schools”  will  affect  Oberlin. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  President  King 
that  the  foundation  of  this  fund 
of  $10,000,000  will  be  of  as  much  bene- 
fit to  Oberlin  as  an  addition  of  $100,- 
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000  to  the  endowment.  It  had  been 
the  hope  of  the  college  ultinately  to 
set  aside  this  amount  from  the  general 
endowment  for  this  specific  purpose. 
This  will  now  be  unnecessary. 

The  value  of  this  great  gift  to  Ober- 
lin  and  many  other  colleges  can 
hardly  be  overestimated.  It  will 
enable  them  more  easily  to  retain 
the  services  of  valuable  teachers  who 
might  otherwise  be  anxious  to  secure 
more  lucrative  positions  and  it  will 
on  the  other  hand  give  the  teacher 
a pleasing  sense  of  security  for  the 
declining  years  of  his  life. 
College  instruction  will  also  gain 
from  the  fact  that  professors  will 
now  be  enabled  to  retire  when  their 
best  days  of  teaching  are  over. 

Oberlin  Alumni  have  reason  to  be 
proud  of  the  fact  that  President 
King  was  one  of  the  first  trustees 
chosen  by  Mr.  Carnegie.  His  letter 
to  President  King  is  as  follows: 

Henry  Churchill  King, 

President  of  Oberlin  College. 

Dear  Sir: — I propose  handing  over 
810,000,000  in  5 per  cent  Bonds  to  a 
commission,  as  I did  to  the  Research 
Commission  in  Washington,  and  to 
the  Commission  for  Scotch  Univer- 
sities, the  revenue  to  provide  retiring 
pensions  for  the  teaching  staff  of 
universities,  colleges,  technical 
schools  under  such  conditions  as  the 
trustees  may  from  time  to  time  adopt. 
I am  able  now  to  say  expert  calcula- 
tion proves  that  the  revenue  will  be 
sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I hope  you  will  do  me  tbe  favor  to 
act  as  one  of  the  first  trustees,  who 
will  be,  with  few  exceptions,  like 
yourself,  the  Presidents  of  education- 
al institutions.  A prompt  reply  by 


wire  or  mail  will  greatly  oblige, 
Very  truly  yours, 

(Signed)  Andrew  Carnegie. 


CLASSICAL  DEPARTMENT 
LECTURES. 

Two  lectures  were  given  during  the 
month  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Classical  department. 

The  first  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Ru- 
fus B.  Richardson,  for  eleven  years 
the  director  of  the  American  School 
at  Athens.  His  subject  was  “Sicily.” 
The  lecture  was  held  in  Sturges 
Hall. 

After  an  historical  introduction  Mr. 
Richardson  spoke  of  the  remains  of 
Greek  civilization  on  the  Island.  This 
portion  of  the  lecture  was  illustrated 
with  stereoptieon  slides.  He  also 
gave  some  interesting  facts  about  the 
present  inhabitants.  Mr.  Richardson 
did  not  have  his  material  well  in 
hand  and  his  presentation  failed  to 
interest  his  audience. 

The  second  lecture,  on  ‘ 1 The 
Roman  Theater  and  the  Productionof 
Comedy,”  was  delivered  by  Professor 
Morris  II.  Morgan  of  Harvard  Uni 
versity.  Professor  Morgan  began  his 
lecture  by  speaking  in  the  most  ap- 
preciative terms  of  Professor  Frederic 
DeForest  Allen,  a graduate  of  Ober- 
lin, who  was  his  predecessor  in  the 
chair  of  Classical  Philology  at  Har- 
vard. He  then  spoke  of  the  con- 
struction of  a Roman  Theater  and 
illustrated  his  points  by  an  exceed- 
ingly well  selected  list  of  stereoptieon 
slides,  representing  Roman  theaters  in 
Italy,  Gaul  and  Asia  Minor.  He  then 
took  up  the  costumes  worn  by  the  act- 
ors, illustrating  them  by  Pompeian 
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wall  paintings  and  reproductions  of 
the  illustrated  manuscripts  of  Ter- 
ence. In  closing  he  showed  a number 
of  photographs  taken  at  Harvard  when 
the  Phormio  was  given  there  several 
years  ago  by  students  in  the  Classi- 
cal Department.  Professor  Morgan’s 
lecture  was  not  well  attended  owing 
to  the  extremely  bad  weather,  but 
those  who  heard  him  felt  well  repaid 
for  braving  the  belated  snow  storm. 

Louis  E.  Loud 

PROFESSOR  E.  L.  BOGART 
It  is  with  heart-felt  sorrow  that  we 
are  called  upon  to  record  the  fact 
that  Professor  Bogart  has  decided  to 
leave  Oberlin.  He  came  to  us  a 
stranger  five  years  ago.  We  had 
learned  by  correspondence  that  he 
had  graduated  from  Princeton  in 
1890;  that  he  had  enjoyed  two  years 
of  study  in  Germany  receiving  his 
Doctor’s  degree  in  1897;  that  he  had 
spent  one  year  in  graduate  study  in 
Princeton  and  a second  in  Columbia; 
that  he  had  had  three  years  of  ex- 
perience in  Academy  teaching,  one 
year  as  a Professor  in  Smith 
College,  and  two  years  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Indiana;  and  that  as 
teacher  and  as  pupil  he  had  com- 
manded the  respect  and  liking  of  all 
his  associates.  In  Oberlin  he  was 
called  to  succeed  a very  strong  man 
and  a very  popular  teacher;  but  his 
modesty,  good  sense,  scholarship  and 
attractive  personality  soon  estab- 
lished his  position  here,  as  theso 
qualities  had  done  elsewhere.  Dr. 
Bogart  has  had  no  superior  among 
his  predecessors  in  the  chair  of 
Economics  or  among  his  associates 


in  the  Faculty,  in  directing  and  in- 
spiring the  individual  and  technical 
research  of  his  advanced  students, 
while  he  has  secured  very  thorough 
work  in  his  more  elementary  courses. 
In  new  courses,  such  as  Economic 
and  Financial  History  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  conduct  of  his  Semi- 
nar and  particularly  in  his  arrange- 
ment of  work  by  his  students  for 
ultimate  authoritative  publication, 
Dr.  Bogart  has  done  especially 
valuable  service  for  Oberlin  and  its 
students.  His  call  to  Princeton  re- 
stores him  to  his  Alma  Mater  and  to 
intimate  associations  with  the  Col- 
lege instructors  and  College  friend- 
ships of  his  youth,  but  it  will  not 
give  him  warmer  friends  than  he 
leaves  in  Oberlin. 

Lyman  B.  Hall. 


CHANGES  IN  THE  FACULTY. 

An  unusual  number  of  changes 
will  take  place  in  the  faculty  for  the 
coming  year.  Professor  A.  A. 
Wright’s  death  leaves  vacant  the 
chair  of  Zoology  and  Geology,  and 
Professor  E.  L.  Bogart's  resignation 
will  necessitate  a new  appointment 
to  the  chair  of  Economics  and  Soci- 
ology. Professors  L.  B.  Hall  and  W. 
D.  Cairns  will  have  leave  of  absence 
from  the  College,  Professor  A.  T. 
Swing  from  the  Seminary,  and  Pro- 
fessor F.  G.  Doolittle  from  the  Con- 
servatory. Mr.  Herbert  Ilarroun,  of 
the  Conservatory,  and  Mrs.  Antoi 
nette  Beard  Harroun  of  the  Acad 
emy,  expect  to  spend  the  coming 
year  in  Germany  on  leave  of  absence. 
Mr.  W.  E.  Mosher  expects  to  give  up 
his  teaching  for  a year  and  return  to 
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Germany.  Mr.  Earl  F.  Adams,  of 
the  Academy  faculty,  will  study 
Physics  at  Harvard  for  the  next  two 
years,  expecting  to  return  to  Oberlin 
after  obtaining  his  doctor’s  degree. 
Mr.  H.  J.  Smith  and  Mr.  E.  S.  Bates, 
both  instructors  in  English  in  the 
College,  have  resigned,  the  former  to 
take  up  literary  work  in  New  York 
and  the  latter  to  become  Fellow  in 
English  at  Columbia  University. 
Mr.  H.  S.  Huntington,  tutor  in  Eng- 
lish in  the  Academy,  has  also  re- 
signed. Dean  Bosworth  was  infor- 
mally offered  the  New  Testament 
chair  at  a leading  Theological  Semi- 
nary. All  the  Alumni  and  friends 
of  the  College  will  be  most  happy  to 
learn  that  he  has  definitely  de- 
cided not  to  give  up  his  work  at 
Oberlin,  and  that  he  will  remain  at 
the  head  of  the  Seminary. 


THE  MAY  FESTIVAL. 

Three  concerts  will  be  given  at  the 
Festival.  Tuesday  evening, May  16th, 
Caesar  Franck’s  “Les  Beatitudes” 
will  be  presented  by  the  chorus,  the 
orchestra  and  soloists,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Professor  Andrews.  Wed- 
nesday afternoon  the  17th,  the  Theo- 
dore Thomas  Orchestra  will  play  a 
symphony  program  with  Mr.  Leopold 
Kramer  and  Mr.  William  H.  Sher- 
wood as  soloists,  under  the  direction 
of  Frederick  A.  Stock,  the  permanent 
conductor  of  the  orchestra. 

On  Wednesday  evening  the  17th 
the  chorus,  the  orchestra  and  soloists 
will  give  Wagner’s  Tannhiiuser. 


Course  tickets,  which  include  the 
three  concerts,  will  be  sold  for  three 
dollars.  Tickets  for  single  concerts, 
including  reserved  seats  are  one  dol- 
lar each.  Preference  will  be  shown 
to  purchasers  of  course  tickets  by 
allowing  them  to  select  their  sittings 
through  a sale  of  choices.  The  first 
choice  of  seats  will  be  offered  at  auc- 
tion Saturday,  May  13th.  at  1:00  p. 
m.,  at  Peters  Hall,  Oberlin.  Out  of 
town  patrons  may  be  represented  by 
proxy  at  this  sale  by  corresponding 
with  the  Treasurer,  Chas.  H.  Burr. 
All  orders  for  course  tickets  should 
reach  Oberlin  by  noon,  May  13th. 
Seats  for  the  individual  concerts  will 
be  placed  on  sale  at  the  advertised 
price.  Monday,  May  15th.  at  8:00  a. 
m.,  at  A.  G.  Coming’s  book  store. 
Phone  74.  The  evening  concerts  be- 
gin at  seven  o’clock,  standard  time. 
The  afternoon  concert  at  two  o’clock. 

Earl  F.  Adams. 


COLLEGE  PERSONALS. 

Professor  John  F.  Peck  was  called 
to  Chicago  on  account  of  the  serious 
illness  of  Mrs.  Peck. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Woodford  entertained 
the  Women’s  Board  of  the  Conserva- 
tory at  the  Park  Hotel  Wednesday 
evening,  April  19. 

Mrs.  A.  A.  F.  Johnston  was  great- 
ly benefited  by  a week’s  rest  at 
Sagaerstown  Inn  during  the  vaca- 
tion and  is  now  carrying  her  full 
work. 
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Dean  E.  A.  Miller  addressed  the 
HighSchool  students  of  Oberlin  in  the 
interests  of  High  School  athletics. 

Mr.  James  F.  Jackson,  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Associated  Charities  of 
Cleveland,  delivered  an  interesting 
address  before  Prof.  E.  L.  Bogart’s 
class  in  Sociology. 

Professor  A.  S.  Kimball  personally 
conducted  the  choir  of  the  Euclid 
Avenue  Congregational  church  of 
Cleveland  at  Vesper  service  Easter 
Sunday.  The  choir  numbers  forty- 
five  and  is  vested. 

At  the  coming  May  Musical  Festi- 
val Mrs.  Margaret  Jones  Adams  will 
take  the  part  of  the  Shepherd  in 
Tannhauser  and  the  Orphan  in  Les 
Beatitudes.  Mr.  Charles  H.  Adams 
will  take  the  part  of  Biteralf  in 
Tannhauser,  Mr.  Herbert  Harroun 
that  of  Heinrich  der  Scheriber  in 
Tannhauser  and  the  Husband  in 
Les  Beatitudes;  Mr.  William  J.  Hor- 
ner that  of  Reinmar  in  Tannhauser. 

Dr.  Fred  E.  Leonard  read  a paper 
entitled  “First  Introduction  of  Ger- 
man Gymnastics  in  American  Schools 
and  Colleges  in  1825“  before  the 
Society  for  Research  in  Physical 
Education,  which  met  in  New  York 
April  20  and  21. 

Dr.  Delphine  Hanna  attended  the 
meetings  of  the  American  Physical 
Educational  Association  in  New 
York,  April  17,  18,  19,  and  tho  meet- 
ings of  the  Society  for  Research  in 
Physical  Education  which  met 
April  20  and  21. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  G.  F.  Wright 
sail  this  spring  for  a sir  months  so- 
journ in  Europe.  Professor  Wright 


will  spend  part  of  the  time  iD  south- 
ern Russia  collecting  material  for  a 
new  book  on  Russia. 

Miss  L.  C.  Wattles  spent  the  spring 
vacation  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Professor  G.  W.  Andrews  gave  an 
organ  recital  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
Tuesday  evening,  April  4.  The  re- 
cital was  given  for  the  Washington 
Conservatory  of  which  Miss  Harriet 
Gibbs  ’89  Con.,  is  the  head. 

Professor  A.  H.  Currier  was  elected 
first  vice  president  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Club  of  Cleveland  and  vicinity 

Mrs.  G.  F.  Wright  contributes  an 
article  in  the  April  number  of  the 
Ohio  Archaeologian  and  Historical 
Quarterly,  entitled  “A  Station  of 
the  Underground  Railroad.” 

The  Congregational  Education 
Society  has  voted  to  become  finan- 
cially responsible  for  the  Slavic  De 
partment  of  the  Seminary  for  the 
coming  year. 

In  the  January  number  of  the 
American  Journal  of  Theology  ap- 
pears an  article  by  Professor  Simon 
F.  MacLennan  on  The  Fundamental 
Problem  of  Religion  and  the  Method 
of  its  Solution.  ” 

Mr.  Lynds  Jones  will  have  charge 
of  part  of  the  work  of  Prof.  A.  A. 
Wright  for  the  spring  term  and  will 
continue  his  work  in  the  University 
of  Chicago  in  the  summer  session. 

SUMMER  SESSION  OF  OBERLIN 
COLLEGE. 

The  committee  having  in  charge 
the  Summer  session  of  tho  college 
has  just  issued  an  attractive  cata- 
logue. Tho  work  begins  June  2g, 
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and  closes  August  18.  The  faculty 
is  made  up  of  President  King,  Pro- 
fessors A.  S.  Root,  C.  B.  Martin,  F. 
Andoregg,  C.  N.  Cole,  Miss  F.  J. 
Hosford,  K.  L.  Cowdery,  H.  J. 
Smith  and  W.  H.  Chapin  from  the 
College  Faculty;  F.  A.  Bushee, 
Collegiate  Department  of  Clark 
University,  Miss  Harriet  E.  Penfield 
Rockford  college,  Rockford,  111., 
D.  J.  Boone,  B.  S.  Superintendent 
of  schools,  Wellington,  J.  H.  Smith, 
Chicago  High  Schools,  Miss  Sarah 
W.  Smith,  Supervisor  of  Primary 
Instruction,  Lorain,  Miss  Esther  C. 
Ward,  Ph.  B.  teacher  of  English, 
Steubenville  High  School.  Special 
courses  in  Normal  instruction  have 
been  provided  in  addition  to  the 
regular  college  work.  During  the 
session  lectures  will  be  given  by 
President  H.  C.  King,  Dr.  F.  A. 
Bushee,  Dr.  C.  N.  Cole,  Prof.  A.  S. 
Root,  Mr.  J.  II.  Smith  and  Miss  S. 
W.  Smith. 


ACTA  DIURNA. 

April  5.  The  funeral  services  of 
Professor  Albert  Allen  Wright  were 
held  at  the  Second  church,  after  a 
brief  service  at  his  late  homo,  at- 
tended by  only  the  relatives  and  a 
few  friends.  All  the  business  of  the 
town  was  suspended  and  recitations 
in  all  departments  of  the  Institution 
which  were  to  have  begun  after  the 
spring  vacation  were  postponed. 
After  a hymn  sung  by  the  choir, 
Professor  L.  B.  Hall  read  the  Scrip- 
tures and  Dr.  Bradshaw  offered 
prayer.  Dr.  H.  M.  Tenney  then 
spoke  of  Professor  Wright’s  services 
to  the  church.  Professor  A.  S.  Root 


?29‘ 

spoke  of  his  services  to  the  town  and 
the  state,  and  President  King  closed 
the  impressive  service  with  a tribute 
to  his  labors  as  a member  of  the  fac- 
ulty. The  honorary  pallbearers  were: 
F.  F.  Jewett,  C.  B.  Martin,  E.  P. 
Johnson,  I.  Metcalf,  A.  H.  Currier 
and  C.  W.  Morrison.  The  active 
bearers  were:  Lynds  Jones,  F.  O. 
Grover,  W.  B.  Gerrish,  F.  Anderegg, 
A.  L.  Baird,  andC.  E.  St.  John. 

April  6.  Spring  term  opened.  At 
chapel  Dean  Bosworth  spoke  in  a 
very  impressive  manner  of  Professor 
Wright’s  death. 

Baldwin  Cottage  was  reopened. 

April  7.  Notre  Dame  University 
defeated  Oberlin  in  debate.  The 
subject  was:  “Resolved,  That  labor 
and  capital  should  be  compelled  to 
settle  their  disputes  through  legally 
constituted  boards  of  arbitration.” 
Oberlin  upheld  the  negative.  The 
decision  of  the  judges  was  for  the 
affirmative  by  a majority.  The 
judges  were  Judge  John  W.  Adair  of 
Columbia  City,  Ind.,  Judge  Robert 
S.  Parker  of  Toledo,  and  Judge 
James  E.  Rose  of  Auburn,  Ind.  The 
decision  was  a complete  surprise  to 
the  audience.  The  debaters  from 
Notre  Dame  used  the  old  method  of 
oratorical  presentation.  They  showed 
much  less  careful  preparation  of  their 
subject  and  failed  completely  in  their 
rebuttal  speeches,  when  they  were 
forced  to  depart  from  their  previ- 
ously learned  lines  of  argument.  All 
the  Oberlin  men  who  heard  the  de- 
bate are  unanimous  in  the  opinion 
that  it  is  more  satisfactory  to  lose  a 
debate  on  such  presentation  than  to 
win  it  on  mere  delivery.  The  Ober- 
lin debaters  were:  Trafton  M.  Dye- 
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'06,  Edward  T.  Heald  ’07,  Ralph  W. 
Stratton  ’05. 

Memorial  services  for  Professor 
Albert  A.  Wright  wore  held  at  Berea, 
Ky.,  where  he  occupied  the  chair  of 
Natural  Sciences  from  1870  to  1872. 

April  8.  Lecture  by  Rufus  B. 
Richardson,  on  “Sicily,”  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Classical  Depart- 
ment. 

April  11.  The  last  lecture  of  the 
U.  L.  A.  course  was  delivered  by 
Hamilton  W.  Mabie.  His  subject 
was  “A  Great  Man  of  Letters,” 
Samuel  Johnson.  Mr.  Mabie,  as 
usual,  delighted  his  audience.  The 
evening's  enjoyment  was  marred  by 
some  small  boys,  who  twice  ran  down 
the  back  stairs  of  the  church,  causing 
so  much  commotion  that  the  lecturer 
was  obliged  to  stop.  The  U.  L.  A. 
course  tbis  year  has  been  unusually 
strong.  It  has  netted  the  associa- 
tion about  81200. 

April  13.  The  first  monthly  lecture 
of  the  year  was  given  by  H.  H. 
Powers.  Ph.D.,  of  Boston.  His  sub- 
ject was  “An  Ancient  Story  of  Poli- 
tics and  Reform” — Florence  during 
the  Medici  regime.  Mr.  Powers 
held  the  attention  of  his  audience 
splendidly  for  nearly  an  hour.  It 
was  ono  of  the  most  inspiring  “Thurs- 
day” lectures  of  recent  years. 

April  15.  Lecture  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Classical  Department  by 
Professor  M.  H.  Morgan  of  Harvard, 
on  “The  Roman  Theatre  and  the  Pro- 
duction of  Comedy.” 

At  the  annual  mooting  of  tho  U.  L. 
A.,  David  F.  Nye  was  elected  oditor- 
in-chief  of  the  Review,  and  A.  N.  El- 


dred,  associate  editor.  The  finances 
of  the  association  are  in  the  most 
flourishing  condition.  Ten  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  was  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  the  largest 
appropriation  on  reoord.  One  hun- 
dred dollars  was  added  to  the  salary 
of  the  librarian.  The  reports  follow 
in  detail: 

DR 

To  former  treasurer,  $1,145.18 


To  interest 40.00 

To  lecture  course. . . 2,588.30 
To  dues  and  fines 

paid  librarian 115.44 

To  constituent  soci- 
eties  466.70 


84,355.62 

CR. 

By  lecture  course.  .$1,376.10 


By  librarian’s  salary  300.00 
By  treasurer ’s  salary  27. 75 

By  incidentals 61.63 

By  books 575.95 

By  periodicals 84.20 

By  library  furnish- 
ings  90.68 

Balance 1,839.61 


$4,355.62 

The  balance  is  in  the  following 
forms: 

Cash $ 799.61 

Certificates  bearing 
4 per  cent,  inter- 
est against  O.  B. 

Company 1,040.00 


Total $1,839.61 

Respec t f u 1 ly  s u b m i ttod , 

W.  Floyd  Harris,  Troas. 


Report  of  Book  Committee  of  U.  L. 
A.,  at  tho  annual  meeting,  April  15, 
1905: 
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DR. 

Amt.  semester  dues 

52  50 

Balance  of  funds  on 

1 honorary  member 

7.50 

hand $ 

207.34 

— 

Fund  appropriated 

8 

135.52 

Oct.  27,  1904 

300.00 

DR. 

Jan.  7,  1905 

400.00 

Paid  U.  L.  A.  Treas- 

April  15,  1905.. .. 

350  00 

urer,  June  10,  ’04 

$ 20.08 

• 

Oct..  1,  ’04 

35.00 

$1,257.34 

Jan.  4,  ’05 

46  66 

CR. 

April  14,  ’05 

33.78 

Books S 

622.44 

— 

Periodicals 

89.66 

$ 

135.52 

Binding 

92.85 

Respectfully  submitted, 

$ 804.89 

Bal.  on  hand. . . 452.45 

Total  SI, 257.34 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Azaeiah  S.  Root, 
Chairman  Book  Com. 


Report  of  Manager  of  Review  and 
Alumni  Magazine,  April  14,  1905. 


To  date: 

Total  receipts,  AlumnijMag.  S 3S0.00 
Total  receipts,  Review 1,767.09 

82,147.09 

Total  exp.  Alumni  Mag. . . . S 501.89 

Total  exp.  Review 1,352.07 

Cash  on  hand 293.13 


82,147.09 

Respectfully  submitted, 

B.  P.  McMahon, 
Financial  Manager. 

Report  of  the  Librarian  of  U.  L.  A. 
Library  at  the  annual  meeting,  April 


15,  1905: 

No.  volumes  in  library 13,365 

No.  volumes  added 592 

No.  volumes  drawn 9,262 

Persons  drawing 462 


CASH. 

Amt,  fines  collected  $ 75.52 


N.  E.  Close,  Librarian. 

April  18.  President  King  an- 
nounced at  chapel  that  during  the 
past  week  there  had  been  given  to 
the  college  from  various  sources  a 
little  over  812,000.  Part  of  this  is 
the  house  of  Mrs.  C.  D.  Reamer, 
who  recently  died.  This  is  located 
on  South  Professor  street,  across 
from  Baldwin  Cottage, and  is  a valua- 
ble addition  to  the  college  real  estate; 
85,000  was  given  by  an  auonymous 
donor  in  the  east  and  will  be  used  as 
the  donor  requested,  toward  the  art 
building.  This  is  to  cost  about  $60,- 
000,  of  which  $10,000  has  been  raised. 
President  King  expressed  the  hope 
that  the  remainder  would  soon  be 
forthcoming.  During  his  recent 
visit  to  New  York  President  King 
called  on  Mr.  Carnegie  and  had  a 
long  conference  with  him  relative  to 
the  new  library  at  Oberlin  and  other 
matters  of  interest  to  the  college. 
President  King  added  that  Mr.  Car- 
negie was  very  much  interested  in 
Oberlin.  That  he  had  determined 
now  to  take  up  the  needs  of  the 
American  colleges  and  give  to  them 
twelve  or  thirteen  millions.  He  said 
that  he  had  every  reason  to  believe 
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that  Oberlin  would  not  be  forgotten 
in  the  distribution  of  this  sum. 

April  20,  21,  22.  President  King 
conducted  special  Lenten  services  at 
the  chapel  exercises. 

April  22  Oberlin  defeated  Hiram 
four  to  two.  Aside  from  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  first  game  of  the  sea- 
son, the  contest  excited  little  interest. 
All  of  Oberlin’s  scores  were  made  in 
the  first  inning.  The  men  fielded 
well,  but  batted  poorly.  Many  of 
the  men  are  new  to  varsity  work  and 
get  rattled  easily,  but  they  give 
promise  of  settling  down  to  good 
work  later.  The  two  pitchers,  Con- 
key  and  Wiley,  are  both  in  the  Acad- 
emy. Todd,  the  catcher,  is  a Junior 
in  the  Institution.  Vradenburg  is 
an  Academy  student;  Waters  at  first, 
Smith  at  second,  Ward  at  short  and 
Wilson  at  center,  are  all  Freshmen. 
Rupp,  at  third,  is  a Sophomore; 
Lightner,  at  right,  a Junior,  and  Cap- 
tain Hoopes,  at  left,  a Senior.  There 
is  therefore  a remarkable  chance  for 
a record  breaking  team  when  the 
men  all  get  seasoned  to  the  game. 
At  present,  batting  is  their  weakness. 
Waters  played  a good  game  at  first, 
and  Conkey  succeeded  in  striking 
out  nine  men.  Hoopes  made  two  of 
the  five  hits  secured  by  the  team. 
Todd  was  weak  at  throwing. 

April  21.  Dr.  Lowrnan,  of  Cleve- 
land, lectured  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Village  Improvement  Society,  in 
Sturges  Hall.  His  subject  was  “Tu- 
berculosis in  its  Social  Relations.” 
Dr.  Lowman  is  a student  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  what  he  said  was  of  interest 
to  individuals  and  the  community. 

April  25.  Professor  A.  S.  Root  was 


elected  vice-chairman  of  the  general 
faculty,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  death  of  Professor  A.  A.  Wright. 

April  26.  Mr.  C.  W.  Burrows,  of 
Cleveland,  lectured  in  Sturges  Hall 
on  the  “Making  of  a Great  History.” 

The  ball  game  between  Oberlin 
and  Wooster  resulted  in  a tie,  each 
side  scoring  two  runs.  The  recent 
rains  had  made  the  field  very  muddy 
and  good  ball  playing  was  impossible. 
The  remarkable  feature  of  the  game 
was  that  under  these  conditions  only 
two  errors  were  made  on  each  side. 
The  Oberlin  team  fielded  well,  but 
did  not  hit  the  ball  hard.  This 
seems  likely  to  be  their  fatal  weak- 
ness this  spring.  During  the  first 
five  innings  Wiley  pitched  and 
showed  good  form,  striking  out  five 
men.  The  other  positions  were  held 
by  the  same  men  as  in  the  game  with 
Hiram.  It  is  hard,  from  suoh  a 
game,  to  give  an  accurate  estimate 
of  the  team’s  ability,  but  as  far  as 
fielding  goes,  they  seem  likely  to  out- 
class the  teams  of  the  last  few  years. 
Whether  they  can  be  brought  to  bat 
remains  to  be  seen. 

Death  of  Judge  John  W.  Steele. 

April  27.  Chapel  led  by  JohnF. 
Berry,  formerly  instructor  in  the 
Seminary. 

April  28.  Chapel  led  by  Dr.  A.  W. 
Clark,  of  Prague. 

April  29.  Funeral  of  Judge  John 
W.  Steelo  held  in  the  First  Church, 
All  college  classes  were  adjourned 
after  9:30,  and  all  the  stores  of  the 
town  were  closed. 

Oberlin  defeated  Case  by  the  score 
of  five  to  four. 
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Alumni 

THE  ILLINOIS  ALUMNI 
BANQUET. 

The  annual  banquet  of  the  Illinois- 
Oberlin  Alumni  Association  was  held 
Saturday  evening,  April  8th.  at  the 
Auditorium  Hotel.  A company  of 
about  125  alumni  and  friends  met  in 
a room  gayly  decorated  with  crimson 
and  gold  bunting  and  class  flags. 

The  Association  was  fortunate  in 
having  three  members  of  the  Faculty 
present:  Pres.  King,  who  was  the 

guest  of  honor  from  the  college,  Prof. 
Bosworth  and  Mr.  Lynds  Jones,  who 
were  in  the  city  on  that  evening. 

The  first  speaker  of  the  evening 
was  Dr.  Gunsaulus,  who  spoke  on 
the  value  of  the  small  colleges.  He 
emphasized  the  importance  of  the 
personal  contact  of  instructors  and 
students  as  found  in  the  small  col- 
lege, illustrating  by  a long  list  of 
America’s  great  men  who  were  trained 
in  the  small  colleges  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Robert  Millikan,  ’91,  responded 
to  the  subject,  “Midway  Maunder- 
ings.”  Mr.  Millikan  hails  from  the 
University  on  the  Midway,  and  was 
able  to  treat  the  subject  in  his  usual 
happy  style. 

President  King  followed  with  a re- 
port of  the  conditions  in  the  college 
world  to-day.  The  small  college  is  a 
necessity  from  the  geographical  stand- 
point, since  a large  percentage  of  the 
students  in  every  college  come  from  a 
radius  of  one  hundred  miles.  The 
prominence  of  Ohio  men  in  national 
affairs  can  in  large  part  be  accounted 
for  by  the  forty  or  more  small  colle- 
ges of  the  State.  The  universities 
cannot  take  the  place  of  the  college. 
They  now  realize  the  need  of  having 
a closer  personal  influence  on  their 


News. 

students,  as  is  shown  by  the  recent 
efforts  to  develop  the  tutorial  system 
in  some  of  the  largest  universities. 
Oberlin  has  had  a message  for  the 
world  and  must  continue  to  have  a 
message  if  her  influence  is  to  count 
in  the  future  as  it  has  in  the  past. 
The  Oberlin  men  have  had  a remark- 
able combination  in  their  deep  con- 
victions on  the  one  hand,  and  their 
confidence  in  the  future  on  the  other 
hand.  They  did  not  bind  their  suc- 
cessors by  these  strong  convictions  of 
theirs. 

A novel  feature  of  the  evening  was 
presented  by  Mr.  A.  W.  Burt,  ’82. 
This  was  a series  of  stereopticon 
views  of  Oberlin,  beginning  with  the 
earliest  buildings  and  coming  on 
down  to  the  architect’s  drawing  of 
the  new  chapel.  The  pictures  of  the 
presidents  from  President  Mahan  to 
President  King  were  also  thrown  up- 
on the  screen  and  greeted  with  en- 
thusiam. 

Mr.  Chapman,  formerly  of  the  Con- 
servatory, sang  two  songs,  and  Mr. 
Irving  Clague  gave  a violin  solo, 
which  were  warmly  appreciated  by 
the  people  present. 

The  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  year  : Mr.  Amos  C. 
Miller,  ’89,  re-elected  president;  Mrs. 
Florence  Hall  Clague,  ’82,  Con.,  vice- 
president;  Mr.  James  Hardy,  ’01, 
secretary-treasurer;  Miss  Lucy  Lamb 
Wilson,  ’94,  Miss  Mary  A.  Charles, 
’99  and  Miss  Rosemary  Button,  ’02, 
members  of  the  executive  committee. 


THE  MIDLAND  OBERLIN  AS- 
SOCIATION. 

In  place  of  the  usual  banquet  the 
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annual  meeting  of  the  Midland 
Association  this  year  took  the  form 
of  a reception  with  President  King 
as  the  guest  of  honor, 
j Thursday  evening,  April  6,  Presi- 
dent King  delivered  an  address  at 
the  annual  banquet  of  the  Congrega- 
tional club  of  Kansas  City,  held  in 
the  Coates  House.  His  subject, 
“The  Supreme  Conditions  of  Living” 
was  presented  with  scholarly  care, 
an  agreeable  humor  and  with  marked 
effectiveness.  To  the  welcome  of  the 
Oberlin  friends  was  added  a warm 
greeting  from  many  in  the  large  au- 
dience who  had  hitherto  met  Presi- 
dent King  only  through  his  books. 

Friday  noon  President  King  was 
the  guest  at  a luncheon  given  at  the 
University  Club  by  Dr.  Geo.  C. 
Mosher.  Among  those  present  was 
Chancellor  Strong  of  Kansas  Uni- 
versity. 

The  evening  of  April  seventh  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Chas.  Kirshner  opened 
their  attractive  home  to  the  Midjand 
Alumni  Association.  Preceding 
President  King’s  talk  upon  the 
future  of  Oberlin,  there  was  an  in- 
formal business  meeting  at  which  the 
following  officers  were  elected: 

Mrs.  G.  C.  Mosher,  Pres., 

Harry  J.  Haskell,  Sec’y  & Treas. 
W.  B.  Barnhart,  Vice-Pros., 

Scott  P.  Childs,  Thoodore  Romley, 
Exec.  Comm. 

To  the  welcome  guest  who  made 
gracious  answers  to  the  many  eager 
questions  about  Oberlin,  Alumni 
meetings  must  be  ns  a tale  that  is 
told;  but  to  the  people  who  are  en- 
abled once  in  a long  while  to  greet 
the  head  of  their  Alma  Mater,  these 


yearly  gatherings  remain  a fresh 
delight. 

’01  CLASS  LETTER 

The  class  of  ’01  has  just  published 
its  third  class  letter.  C.  M.  Wood- 
ruff is  the  editor  and  to  him  great 
credit  is  due  for  the  excellence  and 
general  appearance  of  the  pamphlet. 

The  following  extracts  are  made 
from  the  letter: 

Miss  Anna  Clarke  is  a student  in 
the  Oberlin  Kindergarten  Training 
School.  Miss  Mary  A.  Clarke  is  in- 
structor in  English  Literature  and 
Art  History  in  Carleton  College, 
Northfield,  Minn. 

Eugene  L.  Bush  is  with  the  Mu- 
tual Life  Insurance  company  in 
Cleveland. 

J.  R.  Frampton  is  making  a great 
success  in  his  work  at  Iowa  College 
Grinnell,  Iowa. 

Miss  Charlene  E.  Sperry  has  been 
teaching  German  in  a Baptist  college 
in  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 

Miss  Mary  Savage,  after  spending 
two  years  in  Amenia,  S D.  is  now  at 
her  homo  in  Oil  City,  Pa. 

E.  W Brouse  graduates  this  com- 
mencement from  Columbia  Law 
Department.  He  has  already  passed 
the  Now  York  Bar  examinations. 

Miss  Antoinette  M.  Farren  is 
studying  in  Paris.  Her  address  is 
50  Rue  du  Docteur  Blanche,  Auteuil, 
Paris. 

Miss  Isabel  S.  Smith  is  teaching 
Botany  and  Zoology  in  Academy 
Hall,  Illinois  College,  Jacksonville, 

111. 
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ALUMNI  PERSONALS. 

’67-’71  O.  T.  S.— Rev.  John  G. 
Fraser  is  supplying  the  pulpit  at 
Huntsburg,  Ohio. 

’64 — Hon.  S.  B.  Kingsbury  of  Hail- 
ey, Idaho,  has  been  visiting  Hono- 
lulu. 

’69— Miss  Emily  Ewing  Peck  is 
seriously  ill  with  typhoid  fever  in 
Chicago. 

’73— The  Christian  Herald  for 
April  8 contains  a picture  of  Samuel 
S.  Cryor,  D.  D.  and  an  article  by  him 
on  the  revival  being  conducted  by  W. 
A.  Sunday  and  F.  I.  Fisher  at  Dixon, 
Lee  County,  111. 

’76-’79  O.  T.  S.— President  W.  G. 
Frost  of  Berea  College  is  ill  with 
rheumatic  fever  at  his  home. 

’81  O.  T.  S. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin 
L.  Stimson  of  Ruk,  Micronesia,  are 
spending  a short  time  in  Oberlin  with 
their  daughters  at  110  East  College. 

’83 — Mrs.  Kate  Safford  Church  of 
Salem,  Ohio,  is  visiting  her  sister 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Sheldon  of  Lorain. 

’84— Rev.  James  E.  McConnell  has 
accepted  a call  to  one  of  the  churches 
in  Providence  R.  I.  He  has  com- 
pleted a fifteen  years  pastorate  at 
Northfield,  Minn. 

’88 — George  D.  Fairfield,  associate 
professor  of  the  Romance  Languages 
at  Syracuse  University,  visited  Ober- 
lin during  the  Easter  vacation. 

’91 — Clark  B.  Firestone  who  has 
charge  of  the  editorial  page  of  the 
New  York  Evening  Mail  has  been  sent 
to  Chicago  to  investigate  the  municip- 
al ownership  situation.  His  articles 
on  this  subject  are  also  appearing  in 


other  papers  throughout  the  country. 

’91 — H.  M.  Metcalf  who  graduates 
this  spring  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  one  of  the  successful  candi- 
dates for  a position  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Hospital  at  Broad  and 
Wolf  streets,  Philadelphia. 

’91- ’93 — Born  to  Mr.  James  B. 
McCord  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Mellen 
McCord,  of  Natal,  South  Africa, 
March  9,  a daughter,  Laura  Robin- 
son. 

’92 — H.  R.  Chapman  was  a candi- 
date for  alderman  on  an  independent 
ticket  at  Colorado  Springs.  He  ran 
second  and  was  defeated  by  a narrow 
margin. 

’93 — Henry  W.  Parsons  has  accept- 
ed a desirable  position  in  a bank 
in  Sandusky,  Ohio.  He  was 
formerly  employed  in  the  Colonial 
National  Bank  in  Cleveland. 

’93 — E.  Dana  Durand,  special  ex- 
aminer in  the  Bureau  of  Corporations 
has  an  article  in  the  April  Review 
of  Reviews  on  “The  Beef  Industry 
and  the  Government  Investigation. 

’94 — Miss  Lucy  Wilson  visited  Mrs. 
H.  C.  King  during  the  Easter  vaca- 
tion. 

’94— Wayne  B.  Wheeler  spoke  in 
two  churches  in  Oberlin  Sunday, 
April  2. 

’94 — Alfred  E.  Ricksecker  has 
charge  of  the  National  Science  de- 
partment of  the  Warren,  Pa.  high 
school . 

’94— Born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Ayres  (Lucy  Hoskins  ’94  O.  C.)  at 
Sioux  Falls,  S.  Dakota,  on  February 
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15th,  a son,  Amos  Gould  Hoskins 
Ayers. 

’96 — Born  to  Mr.  B.  M.  Brown  and 
Mrs.  Lillian  Hart  Brown,  at  735 
Park  wood  avenue,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
March  24,  a son,  John  Milton  Brown. 

’95 — Charles  A.  Brand  has  been 
promoted  to  the  position  of  Manag- 
ing Editor  of  the  Pilgrim  Teacher. 
This  is  rapidly  becoming  the  most 
successful  Sunday  School  Quarterly 
in  the  country. 

’97 — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vernon  O.  Johns- 
ton have  rented  a home  in  Oberlin 
and  will  reside  in  Oberlin  during  the 
spring  months. 

’97— Henry  A.  Young.  M.  D.,  has 
been  contributing  a series  of  short 
articles  on  athletic  subjects  to  the 
Press  of  Cleveland.  The  paper  has 
arranged  with  Dr.  Young  to  continue 
the  work  through  correspondence. 

’97 — C.  F.  Gilmore  has  charge  of 
the  Lodi  Sanatarium  at  Lodi,  Ohio. 
This  sanatarium  is  devoted  to  the 
modern  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 
The  Cleveland  offices  are  628-630 
Ross  building. 

’97 — The  Latin  classes  of  Miss  Lena 
B.  Tomson  at  Milwaukee  Downer 
College,  are  preparing  to  bring  out 
the  Phormio  of  Terence.  They  have 
obtained  permission  of  the  classical 
department  of  Harvard  to  make  use 
of  the  music  written  by  Professor 
Frederic  DoForest  Allen  ’63  for  tho 
production  of  this  play  at  Harvard 
some  years  ago. 

’98 — Mrs  Margarot  Goodwin 

Meacliam  is  visiting,  in  company 
with  her  husband,  friends  in  Omaha, 
Lincoln,  Kansas  City  and  St.  Joseph. 


’98— The  following  quotation  is 
from  the  Sunday  Advertiser  pub- 
lished at  Honolulu,  March  19: 
William  L.  Whitmey  received  his 
commission  from  Governor  Carter 
and  was  sworn  into  office  yesterday 
afternoon  as  District  Magistrate  of 
Honolulu,  to  succeed  Judge  Alexand- 
er Lindsay,  appointed  by  President 
Roosevelt  as  Second  Judge  of  the 
First  Circuit  Court. 

Chas.  R.  Buckland,  as  a notary 
public,  administered  the  oath  of  of- 
fice to  Judge  Whitney  at  2:35  p.  m. 
yesterday.  The  new  District  Magis- 
trate has  had  considerable  experience 
of  the  office,  having  held  the  honor- 
ary position  of  Second  District  Mag- 
istrate and  in  that  capacity  presided 
over  the  District  Court  during  a re- 
cent prolonged  vacation  of  Judge 
Lindsay  on  account  of  his  health. 

Judge  Whitney  gives  up  a good  po- 
sition in  the  law  office  of  Castle  & 
Withington,  that  firm  being  very  re- 
luctant to  lose  his  services.  He  has 
a good  reputation  as  a well-read  stu- 
dent of  the  law  and  has  had  a good 
deal  of  practice  in  the  higher  courts. 

’98 — W.  P.  Holt,  who  is  teaching 
in  Toledo  High  School,  has  recently 
organized  a class  for  the  study  of 
Birds.  The  class  includes  a number 
of  enthusiasts  and  veterans  in  bird 
lore.  Papers  are  read  at  the  regular 
evening  meetings,  and  frequent  inva- 
sions of  feathered  haunts  are  pro- 
posed. 

’98— George  Crum  is  in  the  fruit 
commission  business  in  Idaho. 

>99— Williard  L.  Long  together 
with  throe  Chicago  business  men 
has  bought  a gold  mine  in  Now 
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Mexico  and  is  now  installing  mach- 
inery for  operation.  His  address  is 
Shandon,  Sierra  Co.  New  Mexico. 

>99 _Dr.  Edward  G.  Rowland  has 
changed  his  location  and  is  now  prac- 
ticing medicine  in  Westbrook,  Conn. 

’01 -Miss  Anna  E.  Morton  was 
married  in  Redlands,  California,  at 
the  home  of  her  aunt,  to  Rev.  Edgar 
H.  Price  of  Cameron,  Mo.,  March  23. 

’02-con. — Mrs.  Edna  Moore  Miller 
is  taking  post-graduate  work  in  the 
conservatory. 

>02— Mr.  A.  T.  Hemingway,  who  is 
one  of  the  directors  of  the  Forest  Co. 
of  Kansas  City,  has  been  appointed 
manager  of  the  company’s  line  yard 
at  Alliance,  Neb.,  where  he  has  been 
employed  as  bookkeeper  and  cashier 
for  the  last  two  years. 

Ex-’02— Born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Paul  Chase  of  Cleveland  Friday, 
February  24,  a son. 

Ex-’03— Eleanor  H.  Rowland  has 
received  the  appointment  of  Instruct- 
or in  Philosophy  at  Mt.  Holyoke 
College.  She  finishes  her  studies  at 
Radcliffe  in  June. 

’03  O.  T.  S. — An  interesting  mes- 
sage has  been  received  from  Rev. 
Paul  L.  Corbin,  of  China  by  the  Ober- 
lin  students.  Mr.  Corbin’s  letter 
comes  as  an  appeal  for  workers,  and 
sets  forth  the  great  need  for  helpers. 

’04 — Mr.  E.  W.  Altvater  has  this 
year  been  editor  of  “The  Helping 
Hand  Messenger"  and  has  lived  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa.  He  and  his 
wife  will  next  year  remove  to  Oberlin 
where  Mr.  Altvater  will  continue  his 
studies. 


’04 — Ernest  Chamberlain,  who  is 
teaching  in  the  high  school  at  Chil- 
licothe,  spent  his  spring  vacation  in 
Oberlin. 

’04 — Miss  Bertha  Hatch,  who  is 
teaching  at  Kidder  Institute,  Kidder, 
Mo.,  was  the  guest  of  Miss  Ruth 
Mosher  during  President  King’s 
visit  in  Kansas  City. 

Ex-con— Mrs.  Elizabeth  Doolittle 
Blodgett  of  Toledo,  has  been  engaged 
to  sing  the  Venus  music  in  Tann- 
hauser  to  be  given  at  the  May  Festi- 
val. 

Ex-Con. — Miss  Alice  Thom  is 
teaching  in  the  Kohala  Girls’  school 
Kohala,  Hawaiian  Islands. 

Ex-con. — Mrs.  Louise  Baldwin 
Squire,  wife  of  Cecil  Squire,  died  at 
her  home  in  Morgan  Park,  111.,  Thurs- 
day, April  6.  Mrs.  Squire  was  a 
student  in  the  conservatory  in  ’00 
and  ’01.  She  leaves  a daughter  born 
March  21. 

Frederic  W.  Chamberlain,  eldest 
son  of  Professor  Chamberlain,  and  a 
former  student  in  the  Academy,  has 
become  managing  editor  of  the  Sun- 
day School  Times,  with  offices  at 
1031  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 

Director  and  Mrs.  Anthony  Chez 
gave  an  exhibition,  Thursday,  March 
9,  of  their  work  in  the  University  of 
West  Virginia  which  was  most  en- 
thusiastically reported  in  the  Mor- 
gantown papers  and  used  as  convinc- 
ing evidence  that  “Gymnastics  in 
West  Virginia  have  long  ago  out- 
grown their  shell”  and  that  a new 
gymnasium  must  be  secured  for  the 
University. 

The  “Toledo  Association  of  College 
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Women”  numbers  among  its  mem- 
bers four  Oberlin  women:  Mrs.  J.  A. 

Barber  '79,  Miss  G.  L.  Gibson  ’86, 
Miss  Jessie  A.  Caughey  ’99  and  Miss 
AnnaM.  Crisman  '03. 

At  a recent  meeting  very  delightful 
and  original  papers  upon  Walt  Whit- 
man were  presented. 

Mr.  Carrol  Churchill  has  received 
from  the  government  of  India  a gold 
medal  for  the  hand  loom  which  he 
has  invented  and  which  was  on  exhi- 
bition at  Bombay  recently  at  an  in- 
dustrial fair  held  there. 


NECROLOGY. 

Nelson  Wellington  Hodge,  ’38. 

Nelson  W.  Hodge  died  March  11, 
1905,  at  the  home  of  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Mary  Hodge  LeRoy.  in  Hart- 
land.  Wis.,  after  a week’s  sickness 
with  the  grippe.  He  was  in  his  91st. 
year. 

Mr.  Hodge  was  born  in  St.  Martins, 
British  West  Indies,  July  16,  1814. 
At  the  age  of  13  he  wenttoNew 
Haven,  Conn.,  and  after  studying 
there  for  several  years,  he  came  to 
Oberlin,  taking  the  last  few  years  of 
his  college  course  here,  and  was 
graduated  with  the  first  class  in 
1838.  He  was  the  last  surviving 
member  of  this  remarkable  class, 
nearly  all  of  whom  became  promi- 
nent men.  In  the  class  were 
the  late  president  James  II.  Fair- 
child,  and  his  brother,  Charles  Fair 
child,  who  was  president  of  Berea 
college  for  a long  term  of  years,  M. 
E.  Strieby,  secretary  of  the  American 
Missionary  socioty.  and  many  others 
equally  prominent. 


Prof.  Hodge  graduated  from  theo- 
logy iQ  1831  and  was  principal  of 
the  preparatory  department  at  Ober- 
lin until  1854,  where  he  was  known 
as  Tutor  Hodge  and  well  remembered 
for  his  puns  and  witticisms. 

In  1842,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Merrill  of  Nunda, 
N.  Y’.  and  in  1854,  removed  to  a farm 
near  Janesville,  Wis.,  where  he 
became  a neighbor  of  the  Willard 
family  and  the  first  district  school 
teacher  of  Frances  E.  Willard,  the 
noted  temperance  advocate. 

Prof.  Hodge  is  survived  by  one 
daughter  and  three  sons,  namely, 
Mrs.  Mary  LeRoy  and  Rupert  P. 
Hodge,  of  Hartland;  Willard  A. 
Hodge,  of  Waunakee,  and  Clifton  F. 
Hodge,  professor  at  Clarke  Univer- 
sity, Woorcester,  Mass. 

Funeral  services  were  held  on 
Tuesday  afternoon  at  the  Congre- 
gational church,  Rev.  J.  B.  H.  Shaw 
of  Amboy,  111.,  and  E.  E.  Day  of 
Hartland  officiating.  The  remains 
were  taken  to  Ripon,  Wednesday 
momiDg  for  interment. 


Rkv.  Sylvans  M.  Judson.  ’55 
O.  T.  S. 

Rev.  S.  M.  Judson  died  at  his 
home  in  Sylvauia,  February  18.  Mr. 
Judson  was  the  oldest  citizen  of  the 
community.  He  was  born  near 
Gloversville,  N.  Y.,  88  years  ago 

Ho  had  been  a resident  of  Sylvania 
44  years  and  for  many  yenrs  was 
the  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church. 

John  W.  Btkklk  Ex/60. 

John  Whedon  Steele  was  born  at 
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Middleburg,  O , December  21,  1835. 

I I is  parents  removed  soon  after  to 
Oberlin  and  nearly  all  of  his  life  since 
then  has  been  spent  here.  He  en- 
tered the  preparatory  department  in 
1851  and  completed  his  sophomore 
year  in  college  in  1858.  He  then 
studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Cleveland  in  I860.  He  enlist- 
ed in  the  41st  Ohio  Volunteers  in 
1861,  rose  to  the  rank  of  captain, 
was  transfered  to  the  charge  of  a re- 
cruiting station  at  Cleveland  and 
then  was  assigned  to  the  staff  of 
General  Palmer  as  aid-de-camp  with 
the  rank  of  colonel.  Later  he  served 
on  the  staff  of  General  David  Stanley. 
He  was  seriously  wounded  November 
29  at  Chiclcamauga  while  repelling  an 
attack  on  the  baggage ! rain.  For  his 
service  here  he  was  awarded  by  con- 
gress a medal  for  distinguished  per- 
sonal bravery.  He  served  during  the 
entire  war  and  at  its  close  he  was  ap- 
pointed Judge  advocate  for  one  of 
the  dislricts  in  Texas  He  was  elect- 
ed Probate  Judge  of  Lorain  County 
in  1867  and  re-elected  in  1870. 

III  health  compelled  him  to  re- 
sign during  his  second  term  and  he 
was  then  appointed  a commissioner 
for  the  government  to  investigate  the 
Star  Route  frauds.  Later  he  was 
one  of  the  engineers  who  surveyed 
the  railroad  along  the  Madeira  River 
in  South  America.  He  was  appoint- 
ed Postmaster  at  Oberlin  in  1888  and 
has  held  the  office  since  with  the 
exception  of  one  term.  The  distinc- 
tion Judge  Steele  most  prized,  how- 
ever, was  his  membership  in  the  army 
of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  the  Re- 
cording Secretary  of  this  society  from 
the  time  of  its  foundation  at  the  close 


of  the  war  til!  his  death.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  useful  citizens  of  the 
town,  serving  for  a long  time  as 
trustee  of  the  Lorain  County  Child- 
ren’s Home,  and  with  Professor  A A. 
Wright  he  was  a member  of  the 
water  works  board  from  the  time  of  its 
organization  till  his  death.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  of  the 
board  of  commerce  and  a director  in 
the  Citizens  National  Bank. 

He  learned  of  the  bank’s  condition 
last  fall  some  months  before  its  fail- 
ure but  so  high  a standard  of  honor 
had  he  set  for  himself  that  he  did 
not  withdraw  his  personal  deposits 
nor  warn  his  own  relatives.  After 
the  bank  failure,  Mr.  Steele  acted  as 
one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Carnegie 
fund  and  his  death  was  no  doubt 
hastened  by  anxiety  over  the  bank's 
failure  and  his  untiring  efforts  to 
see  that  Mr.  Carnegie’s  fund  was 
justly  apportioned  among  those  de- 
positors who  suffered  most. 

Judge  Steele  died  at  his  residence 
on  East  College  street  April  26. 


Mas.  Jekusha  Petti  bonk  Kent  '63 
Mrs.  Jerusha  P.  Kent,  died  of 
grippe,  at  her  home  in  Austin,  Minn., 
February  20.  Mrs.  Kent  was  bom 
October  30,  1838,  at  Bainbridgc,  O. 
In  May  1870  she  married  11.  S Kent 
and  moved  to  Austin,  Minn  , where 
Mr.  Kent  engaged  in  business.  For 
many  years  Mrs.  Kent  was  the 
librarian  of  the  public  library  of 
A ustin. 


A lbekt  Allen  Weight  ’05-’7U  o.  t.  s. 

Professor  Albert  Allen  Wright 
died  at  his  home  on  Forest  street, 
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Oberlin,  Sunday  afternoon  April  2. 

Mr.  Wright  was  born  in  Oberlin 
April 27,  1810.  He  was  graduated 
from  Oberlin  College  with  the  class 
of  ’65  and  from  the  Seminary  in  '70. 
From  1870  to  ’73  ho  taught  Mathe- 
matics and  Natural  Science  in 
lierea  College.  September  23,1874  ho 
married  Miss  Mary  Bcdortha  and  be- 
gan his  work  in  Oberlin  college  as 
Professor  of  Geology  and  Natural 
History  which  title  he  held  until  '98 
when  the  work  was  changed  and  his 
title  became  Professor  of  Geology 
and  Zoology. 

August  18,  1891,  Professor  Wright 
married  Miss  Mary  P.  B.  Hill,  who 
with  a son  and  daughter,  survives 
him. 


Rev.  Richard  Wissoit  ’67-70  O.  T.  S. 

Rev.  Richard  Winsordied  at  Poona, 
India,  March  3. 

Mr.  Winsor  was  graduated  from 
Oberlin  college  in  1867  and  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  in  1870.  He  had 
boon  a missionary  for  thirty-five  years 
and  was  one  of  the  most  noted  work- 
ers in  the  service.  Ho  received 
the  noted  India  decoration  of  Kaiser 
I Hind  for  distinguished  public 
service. 

During  tile  past  few  years  ho  had 
given  a great  deal  of  attention  to  in- 
dustrial education  at  his  station  at 
Sirur. 


MRS.  SA UA11  ZKI.LA  BEID  CRONYN  '67. 
Mrs.  Sarah  Zella  U.  Cronyn  died 


at  the  home  of  her  eldest  daughter, 
Mrs.  Ruth  C.  Cairns,  Highland 
Springs,  Va.  She  had  been  in  failing 
health  and  much  was  hoped  from  the 
effect  of  a milder  climate,  but  she 
gradually  became  weaker  and  the 
end  came  without  pain. 

Mrs.  Cronyn  was  born  at  Salem, 
Ind.,  Dec.  24, 1843.  She  was  graduated 
from  the  classical  department  of  the 
college  in  1867  and  began  teaching 
the  following  fall.  On  September  2, 
1874,  she  married  Rev.  David  Cronyn, 
a Unitarian  clergyman.  Their  home 
at  first  was  in  California  but  about 
twenty  years  ago  they  moved  te  Mas- 
sachusetts, where,  after  a short  resi- 
dence in  Greenfield,  they  settled  in 
Bernardstown,  which  city  was  their 
home  at  the  time  of  Mrs.  Cronyn’s 
death. 

Mrs.  Cronyn  is  survived  bvherhus 
band  and  five  children  all  of  whom 
were  with  her  when  the  end  came. 

Du.  Willis  P.  Spuing  ’75. 

Dr.  W.  P.  Spring  died  at  iiis  home 
in  Minneapolis,  Miut).,  Wednesday, 
March  22,  ns  the  resultof  an  accident. 
A heroic  fight  was  made  to  save  his 
life,  but  to  no  avail. 

Dr.  Spring  was  born  at  Hinsdale, 
Mass.,  August  14,  1853.  Ho  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  Medical 
school  in  ’79.  Ilowas  married  Aug- 
ust 14,  ’79,  to  Miss  Etta  M.  Webster 
of  Red  Wing,  Minn.,  who  with  her 
three  sons  survives  him.  Dr.  Spring 
was  one  of  the  prominent  physicians 
and  surgeons  of  Minneapolis. 


ALUMNI  PIN 


I tun  not  much  given  to  badges  of  any  kind,  but  the  Alumni  Pin 
designed  by  Mr.  Carruthers,  following  the  general  lines  of  the  old 
Oberlin  coat-of-arms,  seems  to  me  artistically  designed  and  well  carried 
out.  It  makes  a very  useful  pin  and  a most  appropriate  symbol  of  the 
unity  of  the  Oberlin  Alumni,  and  has  its  own  contribution  to  make,  I 
doubt  not,  to  that  unity. 

HENRY  CHURCHILL  KING. 


THESE  PINS  MAY  BE  SECURED  FROM 

W.  P.  CARRUTH  ERS 

THE  COLLEGE  JEWELER 

NO.  9 WEST  COLLEGE  STREET,  OBERLIN,  OHIO. 


The  Price  is  $4.50 


CORRESPOND  WITH  ^ ^ 

LOUIS  EL  BURGNER 

If  you  want  to  Rent  or  Buy 

A HOME  IN  OBERLIN. 

The  improvements  made  in  the  Village  in  recent  years  make  it  one  of 
the  finest  residence  places  in  Ohio.  Money  wisely  invested  in 
property  in  Oberlin  is  a sure,  safe  and  profitable  investment 

LOUIS  E.  BURGNER,  Real  Estate,  9 S.  Main  St.,  Oberlin,  O. 


When  you  want  Stationery,  Books, 
Notions  and  INoveSties,  at  the 
right  price,  call  on 

Williams  & Cowell 

THE  STUDENT'S  SUPPLY  STORE 

/5  South  *77? a in  St.,  Oboriin,  0. 


COTRELL  & LEONARD 

Albany,  = New  York. 

MAKERS  OF 

Caps,  Clowns,  Hoods 

To  the  American  Cwlleges  mid  Universities  from  the  At- 
lantic to  the  Pacific.  Class  contracts  a specialty.  Hoods  for 
Obcrlin  degrees,  Pulpit  and  Choir  Gowns. 


Goo.  C.  Prince,  Pres.  E.  J.  Goodrich.  Vico-Fres.  W.  C,  Clancy,  '97,  Crxshier 

The  State  Savings  Bank  Co. 

Capital  ^65,000.00 


We  solicit  the  patronage  of  Alumni  and  Students  of 
r -Oberlin. — 


Oberlin  Kindergarten  s raining  School 

Excellent  Instruction — Observation  and  Practice— Lectures  from 
Professors  of  Oberlin  College — Music  Courses  in  the  Conservatory 
Graduates  readily  find  positions.  12th  year  begins  September  20,  1905. 
For  catalogue  address 

Secretary  Oberlin  Kindergarten  Training  School,  Drawer  S. 


THE  MUGLER  ENGRAVING  CO. 

Designers  and  Engravers  for  the  Printing  Press  „**  *** 
Send  for  our  Art  Specimens  and  Prices***  ***  *>*  -**  *** 


•fO  SHERIFF  STREET  CLEVELAND,  OHIO 


L.  T.  Whitney 
& Son. 


Tailors  and 
Clothiers. 


17  W.  College. 


WE  carefully  compound 

Prescriptions  and  Recipes 
with  care  and  neatness. 


Only  tlin  Purest  ot  Drugs  Usid. 


C.  W.  Persons 


PHARMACIST  , 

35  W.  COLLEGE. 


Successor  to  J.  F.  Harmon. 


Bookbinders  to  Oberlin  College  Library 


FOREST  CITY  BOOKBINDING  CO. 


Caxton  Bldg.,  Cor.  Erie  and  Huron  Sts, 

CLEVELAND.  OHIO 


Bookbinding  and  Ruling  of  Every  Description 


ML,  'CV 


We  are  Binders  to  the  Trade 


m 

w* 


The  Cleveland  & South-  Western  Traction  Co. 


The  popular  Electric  Railway'  between  Cleveland,  Berea, 
Medina,  Chippewa  Lake,  Seville,  Creston,  Wooster 
Elyria,  Oberlin,  Wellington,  North  Amherst,  Lorain, 
Linndale,  Grafton, Birmingham, Berlin  Heights,  Norwalk. 
Baggage  checked  to  all  the  above  points. 

Hourly  services  from  all  stations,  making  good  connections  with 
all  railroads  and  boat  lines. 

T,  H.  MADDOCK,  Agent,  J.  O.  WILSON,  G.  P.  A., 

Oar.  Collaro  and  M a ai.  <514  Garfield  Building, 

g “ OBERLIN,  O.  CLEVELAND-,  O 


